
              THE MISSION IS YET ALIVE

20
18

  |
  S

TA
T
E
 O

F
 T

H
E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P
O

R
T

Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.



2
  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
3

 
1 

  T
he

 B
oo

k 
of

 D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

of
 T

he
 U

ni
te

d 
M

et
ho

di
st

 C
hu

rc
h,

 ¶
12

5,
 p

. 9
5.

D
E

A
R

 S
IS

T
E

R
S

 A
N

D
 B

R
O

T
H

E
R

S
 I

N
 C

H
R

IS
T
,

Fi
ft

y 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o,

 a
m

id
st

 a
 w

or
ld

 d
iv

id
ed

 b
y 

so
ci

al
 u

n
re

st
 a

n
d

 c
h

al
le

n
ge

d
 b

y 
gr

ow
in

g 
p

u
bl

ic
 

p
ro

te
st

s,
 a

 n
ew

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 o
f 

u
n

it
y 

em
er

ge
d

 in
 t

h
e 

fo
rm

 o
f T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
.  

Pe
op

le
 f

ro
m

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

fa
it

h
 t

ra
d

it
io

n
s,

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

cu
lt

u
re

s 
an

d
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
p

ar
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

ld
 

id
en

ti
!

ed
 t

h
e 

co
m

m
on

 p
u

rp
os

e 
an

d
 id

en
ti

ty
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

sh
ar

ed
 W

es
le

ya
n

 h
er

it
ag

e 
an

d
 t

oo
k 

a 
bo

ld
 s

te
p

 f
or

w
ar

d
 t

og
et

h
er

 in
 m

is
si

on
 a

n
d

 m
in

is
tr

y.
 T

od
ay

, s
om

e 
50

 y
ea

rs
 la

te
r,

 o
u

r 
m

in
is

tr
y 

ar
ou

n
d

 t
h

e 
w

or
ld

 is
 t

h
ri

vi
n

g,
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
m

is
si

on
 o

f T
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 is
 

ye
t 

al
iv

e!
  

W
e 

ce
le

br
at

e 
al

l t
h

at
 Je

su
s 

C
h

ri
st

 h
as

 d
on

e 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

fa
it

h
fu

ln
es

s 
an

d
 le

ad
er

sh
ip

 o
f 

th
e 

p
eo

p
le

 o
f T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 t

h
es

e 
la

st
 5

0 
ye

ar
s.

  Y
et

, a
s 

a 
le

ad
er

 o
f 

ou
r 

ch
u

rc
h

 
to

d
ay

, y
ou

 a
re

 a
w

ar
e 

th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

st
an

d
in

g 
at

 a
 p

iv
ot

al
 p

oi
n

t 
in

 t
h

e 
li

fe
 o

f 
ou

r 
co

n
n

ec
ti

on
. 

W
e 

ar
e 

d
is

ce
rn

in
g 

h
ow

 t
o 

m
or

e 
fu

ll
y 

li
ve

 in
to

 o
u

r 
id

en
ti

ty
 a

s 
a 

w
or

ld
w

id
e 

ch
u

rc
h

. W
e 

ar
e 

se
ek

in
g 

to
 m

ak
e 

ou
r 

p
ol

it
y 

m
or

e 
gl

ob
al

ly
 r

el
ev

an
t 

th
ro

u
gh

 a
 G

en
er

al
 B

oo
k 

of
 D

is
ci

p
li

n
e,

 a
 

gl
ob

al
 a

p
p

or
ti

on
m

en
ts

 f
or

m
u

la
 a

n
d

 a
 r

ev
is

ed
 g

lo
ba

l S
oc

ia
l P

ri
n

ci
p

le
s.

 A
n

d
, w

e 
ar

e 
se

ek
in

g 
a 

w
ay

 f
or

w
ar

d
, i

n
 u

n
it

y,
 a

m
id

st
 d

if
fe

ri
n

g 
cu

lt
u

ra
l a

n
d

 t
h

eo
lo

gi
ca

l u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

gs
 o

f 
h

u
m

an
 s

ex
u

al
it

y.
 I

n
 a

ll
 o

f 
th

is
, w

e 
se

ek
 t

o 
h

on
or

 o
u

r 
w

or
ld

w
id

e 
co

ve
n

an
t.

  
A

s 
it

 s
ta

te
s:

“I
nt

eg
ra

lly
 h

ol
di

ng
 c

on
ne

ct
io

na
l u

ni
ty

 a
nd

 lo
ca

l f
re

ed
om

, w
e 

se
ek

 t
o 

pr
oc

la
im

 a
nd

 e
m

bo
dy

 t
he

 
go

sp
el

 in
 w

ay
s 

re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

to
 o

ur
 s

pe
ci

!c
 c

ul
tu

ra
l a

nd
 s

oc
ia

l c
on

te
xt

 w
hi

le
 m

ai
nt

ai
ni

ng
 ‘a

 v
it

al
 

w
eb

 o
f 

in
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s.
’”

1

W
e 

re
al

iz
e 

th
at

 f
u

ll
y 

li
vi

n
g 

in
to

 t
h

is
 c

ov
en

an
t 

p
or

te
n

d
s 

ch
an

ge
, a

n
d

 w
e 

ar
e 

u
n

ce
rt

ai
n

 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

ch
an

ge
s 

ah
ea

d
. 

Ye
t,

 t
h

is
 w

e 
kn

ow
!

D
es

p
it

e 
th

e 
u

n
ce

rt
ai

n
ty

 o
f 

ou
r 

ti
m

es
, G

od
 is

 s
ti

ll
 c

al
li

n
g 

u
s 

to
 m

ak
e 

d
is

ci
p

le
s 

of
 J

es
u

s 
C

h
ri

st
 f

or
 t

h
e 

tr
an

sf
or

m
at

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

ld
.  

D
es

p
it

e 
th

e 
ch

al
le

n
ge

s 
w

e 
fa

ce
, G

od
 is

 s
ti

ll
 

ca
ll

in
g 

u
s 

to
 b

ri
n

g 
th

e 
sa

vi
n

g 
lo

ve
 o

f 
Je

su
s 

C
h

ri
st

 t
o 

G
od

’s
 p

eo
p

le
 e

ve
ry

w
h

er
e.

 D
es

p
it

e 
ou

r 
fe

ar
s 

ab
ou

t 
w

h
at

 m
ay

 h
ap

p
en

, o
u

r 
ce

n
tr

al
 m

is
si

on
 r

em
ai

n
s 

—
 t

o 
jo

in
 in

 G
od

’s
 

w
or

k 
in

 t
h

e 
w

or
ld

 a
n

d
 t

o 
ta

ke
 f

ai
th

fu
l s

te
p

s 
to

 li
ve

 a
s 

a 
w

or
ld

w
id

e 
ch

u
rc

h
 in

 m
is

si
on

 t
o 

th
e 

w
or

ld
. 

O
u

r 
m

is
si

on
 is

 y
et

 a
li

ve
! T

h
is

 2
01

8 
St

at
e 

of
 t

h
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
 r

ep
or

t 
is

 a
 s

to
ry

 o
f 

ou
r 

m
is

si
on

.  
A

s 
th

is
 r

ep
or

t 
w

il
l s

h
ow

, w
e 

ar
e 

se
ei

n
g 

gr
ow

th
 a

n
d

 in
n

ov
at

io
n

 a
cr

os
s 

ou
r 

w
or

ld
w

id
e 

co
n

n
ec

ti
on

. I
n

d
ee

d
, t

h
e 

H
ol

y 
Sp

ir
it

 is
 b

ri
n

gi
n

g 
vi

ta
li

ty
 t

o 
lo

ca
l c

on
gr

eg
at

io
n

s 
as

 t
h

e 
p

eo
p

le
 

ca
ll

ed
 U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 a

re
 s

h
ar

in
g 

C
h

ri
st

’s
 lo

ve
 in

 t
h

ei
r 

co
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

by
 e

n
ga

gi
n

g 
ou

r 
fo

u
r 

ar
ea

s 
of

 m
is

si
on

al
 f

oc
u

s:

 `
B

y 
en

ga
gi

n
g 

in
 m

in
is

tr
y 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

p
oo

r,

 `
B

y 
im

p
ro

vi
n

g 
gl

ob
al

 h
ea

lt
h

,

 `
B

y 
d

ev
el

op
in

g 
p

ri
n

ci
p

le
d

 C
h

ri
st

ia
n

 le
ad

er
s 

an
d

  

 `
B

y 
cr

ea
ti

n
g 

n
ew

 a
n

d
 r

en
ew

ed
 c

on
gr

eg
at

io
n

s.

T
h

e 
w

or
ld

 c
on

ti
n

u
es

 t
o 

be
 in

 n
ee

d
 o

f 
th

e 
lo

ve
 o

f 
Je

su
s 

C
h

ri
st

. F
or

 5
0 

ye
ar

s,
 T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 
M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 h
as

 b
ee

n
 a

n
 e

ff
ec

ti
ve

 w
it

n
es

s 
of

 C
h

ri
st

’s
 lo

ve
. I

t 
is

 v
it

al
ly

 im
p

or
ta

n
t 

th
at

 w
e 

co
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 b

e 
ob

ed
ie

n
t 

to
 G

od
’s

 c
al

l t
o 

go
 in

to
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
.  

T
h

er
ef

or
e,

 t
od

ay
 a

n
d

 
ev

er
y 

d
ay

, G
od

’s
 m

is
si

on
 is

 y
et

 a
li

ve
.  

B
IS

H
O

P
 C

H
R

IS
T

IA
N

 A
L

S
T

E
D

Pr
es

id
en

t  
   

  
Th

e 
Co

nn
ec

ti
on

al
 T

ab
le

B
IS

H
O

P
 K

E
N

N
E

T
H

 C
A

R
T

E
R

Pr
es

id
en

t 
   

   
Th

e 
Co

un
ci

l o
f B

is
ho

ps

 B
IS

H
O

P
 M

IC
H

A
E

L
 M

C
K

E
E

Pr
es

id
en

t  
   

  
G

en
er

al
 C

ou
nc

il 
on

 F
in

an
ce

 a
nd

 A
dm

in
is

tr
at

io
n

TA
B

L
E

 O
F

 
C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

4

 T
H

E
 F

O
U

R
 A

R
E

A
S

  
O

F
 F

O
C

U
S

2

B
IS

H
O

P
S

’ 
L

E
T

T
E

R

10

D
E

N
O

M
IN

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 
S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

S

14

B
E

IN
G

 A
  

G
L
O

B
A

L
 C

H
U

R
C

H

2
0

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 

2
0

19
 &

 C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

 O
N

  
A

 W
A

Y
 F

O
R

W
A

R
D



4
  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
5

 

‘T
h
e
 m

is
si

o
n

 i
s 

ye
t 

 
a
liv

e
’ t

h
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e

  
F

o
u

r 
A

re
a
s 

o
f 

F
o

cu
s

A
s 

it
 e

n
d

ed
 it

s 
m

ee
ti

n
g 

in
 e

ar
ly

 A
p

ri
l, 

th
e 

C
on

n
ec

ti
on

al
 T

ab
le

 o
ff

er
ed

 a
 m

es
sa

ge
 o

f 
h

op
e 

to
 t

h
e 

p
eo

p
le

 o
f T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
. A

ck
n

ow
le

d
gi

n
g 

th
at

 t
h

e 
d

en
om

in
at

io
n

 is
 e

n
ga

ge
d

 in
 

d
if

!
cu

lt
 a

n
d

 c
om

p
le

x 
ti

m
es

, a
 p

as
to

ra
l l

et
te

r 
fr

om
 t

h
e 

Ta
bl

e 
af

!
rm

ed
, “

T
h

e 
m

is
si

on
 is

 y
et

 a
liv

e,
 

an
d

 w
e 

be
lie

ve
:

 `
“G

od
 is

 s
ti

ll 
ca

lli
n

g 
u

s 
to

 m
ak

e 
d

is
ci

p
le

s 
of

 Je
su

s 
C

h
ri

st
 f

or
 t

h
e 

tr
an

sf
or

m
at

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

ld
.   

 `
“O

u
r 

ce
n

tr
al

 m
is

si
on

 is
 t

o 
jo

in
 in

 G
od

’s
 w

or
k 

in
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
.  

N
o 

m
at

te
r 

w
h

at
, w

e 
ar

e 
st

ill
 

in
vi

te
d

 in
to

 t
h

e 
m

is
si

on
 o

f 
G

od
. 

 `
“W

e 
m

u
st

 t
ak

e 
fa

it
h

fu
l s

te
p

s 
to

 li
ve

 a
s 

a 
w

or
ld

w
id

e 
ch

u
rc

h
 in

 m
is

si
on

 t
o 

th
e 

w
or

ld
.” 

  

T
h

e 
le

tt
er

 c
on

ti
n

u
es

 t
o 

sa
y 

th
at

 G
od

 s
ti

ll 
ca

lls
 T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 t

o 
en

ga
ge

 in
 t

h
e 

m
in

is
tr

y 
an

d
 m

is
si

on
 e

n
co

m
p

as
se

d
 in

 t
h

e 
Fo

u
r 

A
re

as
 o

f 
Fo

cu
s.

 

In
 t

h
e 

d
ec

ad
e 

si
n

ce
 t

h
ey

 
w

er
e 

in
tr

od
u

ce
d

, t
h

e 
Fo

u
r 

A
re

as
 o

f 
Fo

cu
s 

h
av

e 
br

ou
gh

t 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 t

og
et

h
er

 in
 

m
is

si
on

 a
n

d
 m

in
is

tr
y 

to
 m

ak
e 

d
is

ci
p

le
s 

of
 Je

su
s 

C
h

ri
st

 f
or

 t
h

e 
tr

an
sf

or
m

at
io

n
 o

f 
th

e 
w

or
ld

. 
G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 2

00
8 

!
rs

t 
ad

op
te

d
 t

h
em

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

h
op

e 
th

e 
fo

cu
s 

ar
ea

s 
w

ou
ld

 o
ff

er
 a

 v
is

io
n

 
of

 m
in

is
tr

y 
an

d
 m

is
si

on
 a

n
d

 
en

co
u

ra
ge

 U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 
ar

ou
n

d
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
 t

o 
co

n
ti

n
u

e 
 

an
d

 in
cr

ea
se

 w
h

at
 t

h
ey

 d
o 

be
st

.

Fo
r 

10
 y

ea
rs

, t
h

e 
C

ou
n

ci
l o

f 
B

is
h

op
s,

 t
h

e 
C

on
n

ec
ti

on
al

 T
ab

le
 

an
d

 t
h

e 
ge

n
er

al
 a

ge
n

ci
es

 h
av

e 
w

or
ke

d
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

ti
ve

ly
 t

o 
in

cr
ea

se
 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
al

 v
it

al
it

y 
as

 t
h

ey
 

m
ee

t 
sp

ec
i!

c 
go

al
s 

fo
r 

ea
ch

 
fo

cu
s 

ar
ea

. T
og

et
h

er
, t

h
ey

 h
av

e 
d

ev
el

op
ed

 a
n

d
 im

p
le

m
en

te
d

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 a
n

d
 p

la
n

s 
an

d
 r

e!
n

ed
 

th
em

 t
o 

m
ee

t 
ch

an
gi

n
g 

n
ee

d
s 

an
d

 c
on

te
xt

s.
 T

h
e 

C
on

n
ec

ti
on

al
 

Ta
bl

e 
h

as
 f

u
l!

lle
d

 it
s 

ro
le

 o
f 

d
is

ce
rn

in
g 

an
d

 a
rt

ic
u

la
ti

n
g 

th
e 

vi
si

on
 f

or
 t

h
e 

ch
u

rc
h

, b
ei

n
g 

a 
st

ew
ar

d
 o

f 
th

e 
m

is
si

on
, m

in
is

tr
ie

s 
an

d
 r

es
ou

rc
es

 a
n

d
 p

ro
vi

d
in

g 
a 

fo
ru

m
 f

or
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

ti
on

 a
m

on
g 

th
e 

ke
y 

st
ak

eh
ol

d
er

s.
 T

h
is

 
q

u
ad

re
n

n
iu

m
, t

h
e 

bi
sh

op
s 

w
h

o 
ch

ai
r 

th
e 

C
ou

n
ci

l’s
 le

ad
er

sh
ip

 
te

am
s 

th
at

 c
or

re
sp

on
d

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

Fo
u

r 
A

re
as

 o
f 

Fo
cu

s 
h

av
e 

jo
in

ed
 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

ge
n

er
al

 s
ec

re
ta

ri
es

 o
f 

th
e 

fo
cu

s-
ar

ea
 c

on
ve

n
in

g 
ag

en
ci

es
. 

To
ge

th
er

 w
it

h
 C

on
n

ec
ti

on
al

 T
ab

le
 

le
ad

er
sh

ip
, t

h
ey

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
th

e 
V

it
al

 
C

on
gr

eg
at

io
n

s 
th

ro
u

gh
 F

ou
r 

A
re

as
 

of
 F

oc
u

s 
St

ra
te

gi
c 

Te
am

. 

A
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e,

 lo
ca

l 
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

s 
an

d
 a

n
n

u
al

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

h
av

e 
co

n
ti

n
u

ed
 

th
ei

r 
m

is
si

on
 a

n
d

 m
in

is
tr

y 
in

 t
h

e 
fo

cu
s 

ar
ea

s.
 M

an
y 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
s 

an
d

 c
on

fe
re

n
ce

s 
– 

re
ga

rd
le

ss
 

of
 lo

ca
ti

on
 o

r 
si

ze
 –

 h
av

e 
be

gu
n

 
or

 e
xp

an
d

ed
 t

h
ei

r 
m

is
si

on
 a

n
d

 
m

in
is

tr
y 

in
 o

n
e 

or
 m

or
e 

of
 t

h
e 

fo
u

r 
ar

ea
s 

an
d

 b
ec

om
e 

m
or

e 
vi

ta
l 

an
d

 v
ib

ra
n

t.
 A

s 
w

e 
in

d
iv

id
u

al
ly

 
p

ar
ti

ci
p

at
e 

in
 t

h
es

e 
ef

fo
rt

s,
 w

e 
liv

e 
ou

r 
id

en
ti

ty
 a

s 
d

is
ci

p
le

s 
of

 
Je

su
s 

C
h

ri
st

.

Ju
st

 h
ow

 h
av

e 
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

s,
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
an

d
 g

en
er

al
 a

ge
n

ci
es

 
be

en
 e

n
ga

ge
d

 in
 e

ac
h

 o
f 

th
e 

ar
ea

s?
 H

ow
 h

av
e 

th
ey

 li
ve

d
 a

s 
d

is
ci

p
le

s 
of

 Je
su

s 
C

h
ri

st
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 
th

ei
r 

m
is

si
on

 a
n

d
 m

in
is

tr
y?

  

S
tu

d
e

n
ts

 s
tu

d
y
 a

t 
th

e
 B

is
h

o
p

 

J
u

d
it

h
 C

ra
ig

 C
h

il
d

re
n

’s
 V

il
la

g
e

 

in
 D

u
a

h
z
o

n
, 
L

ib
e

ri
a

. 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 M
ik

e
 D

u
B

o
se

, 
U

M
N

S
.

T
h

e
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

A
b

u
n

d
a
n

t 
H

e
a
lt

h
 

m
o

v
e
m

e
n

t,
 s

e
e
k
in

g
 v

ib
ra

n
t 

m
e
n

ta
l, 

p
h

y
si

c
a
l 
a
n

d
 s

p
ir

it
u

a
l 
h

e
a
lt

h
 f

o
r 

a
ll 

p
e
o

p
le

, 
w

a
s 

e
m

b
o

d
ie

d
 i
n

 c
ro

w
d

s 
o

f 

h
u

la
-h

o
o

p
e
rs

 a
ro

u
n

d
 t

h
e
 w

o
rl

d
 i
n

 A
p

ri
l. 

T
h

o
u

sa
n

d
s 

o
f 

U
n

it
e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
ts

 i
n

 B
e
rl

in
, 

G
e
rm

a
n

y
 a

n
d

 i
n

 N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 a

n
d

 S
o

u
th

 

C
a
ro

lin
a
 i
n

 t
h

e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 g
a
th

e
re

d
 

WR
�K
R
VW
�W
K
H
�²
UV
W�
+
X
OD
S
D
OR
R
]
D
�H
Y
H
Q
WV
��

n
u

rt
u

ri
n

g
 a

 u
n

iq
u

e
 s

p
ir

it
 o

f 
u

n
it

y
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 

sm
ili

n
g

 f
a
c
e
s 

a
n

d
 p

h
y
si

c
a
l 
a
c
ti

v
it

y
. 

+
X
OD
S
D
OR
R
]
D
�L
V�
D
Q
�H
D
VL
O\
�U
H
S
OLF
D
E
OH
�H
Y
H
Q
W�

d
e
si

g
n

e
d

 t
o

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 l
o

c
a
l 
c
h

u
rc

h
e
s 

a
s 

th
e
y
 s

e
e
k
 t

o
 b

o
o

st
 h

o
lis

ti
c
 w

e
ll-

b
e
in

g
 

in
 t

h
e
ir

 c
o

n
g

re
g

a
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 c

o
m

m
u

n
it

y
. 

In
 a

d
d

it
io

n
 t

o
 l
e
a
rn

in
g

 h
o

w
 t

o
 h

u
la

-

h
o

o
p

, 
a
tt

e
n

d
e
e
s 

m
ig

h
t 

a
ls

o
 b

e
 a

b
le

 

to
 p

a
rt

ic
ip

a
te

 i
n

 h
e
a
lt

h
 s

c
re

e
n

in
g

s,
 

c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
-b

u
ild

in
g

 a
c
ti

v
it

ie
s,

 h
o

o
p

  

a
rt

 p
ro

je
c
ts

 a
n

d
 s

p
ir

it
u

a
l 
p

ra
c
ti

c
e
s.

F
u

n
 a

n
d

 c
re

a
ti

v
it

y
 a

re
 a

ls
o

 p
re

se
n

t 
a
t 

+
X
OD
S
D
OR
R
]
D
�D
V�
S
H
R
S
OH
�F
R
P
H
�W
R
J
H
WK
H
U�

 

to
 c

e
le

b
ra

te
 l
if

e
, 
h

e
a
lt

h
 a

n
d

 c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
.

“I
 c

a
n

’t
 t

e
ll 

y
o

u
 h

o
w

 m
u

c
h

 f
u

n
 w

e
 h

a
d

,”
 

sa
id

 B
is

h
o

p
 T

h
o

m
a
s 

B
ic

k
e
rt

o
n

 o
f 

th
e
 N

e
w

 

Y
o

rk
 A

n
n

u
a
l 
C

o
n

fe
re

n
c
e
. 
“F

ro
m

 t
a
i 
c
h

i 
to

 

Z
u

m
b

a
, 
to

 s
p

ir
it

u
a
l 
p

ra
y
e
r 

a
n

d
 n

u
tr

it
io

n
, 

D
Q
G
�D
OO�
WK
LV
�F
UD
]\
�K
X
OD
�K
R
R
S
LQ
J
��
Z
H
�K
D
G
�D
Q
�

D
P
D
]L
Q
J
�W
LP
H
�ª
�

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
B

is
h

o
p

 T
h

o
m

a
s 

 

B
ic

k
e
rt

o
n

 h
u

la
-h

o
o

p
s 

d
u

ri
n

g
 t

h
e
 N

e
w

  

Y
o

rk
 A

n
n

u
a
l 
C

o
n

fe
re

n
c
e
 H

u
la

p
a
lo

o
z
a
 

e
v
e
n

t 
in

 A
p

ri
l. 

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 J

a
n

n
i 
S

n
id

e
r,
  

U
n

it
e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
o

m
m

u
n

c
ia

ti
o

n
s

G
L

O
B

A
L

 H
E

A
LT

H
: 
H

U
L

A
-

H
O

O
P

IN
G

 F
O

R
 H

E
A

LT
H



C
at

h
ed

ra
ls

 m
in

is
tr

y 
at

 S
t.

 Jo
h

n
’s

 

p
re

sc
h

oo
le

rs
, f

am
ili

es
 o

f 
p

eo
p

le
 

th
os

e 
st

ru
gg

lin
g 

w
it

h
 a

d
d

ic
ti

on
, 

fo
r 

m
al

ar
ia

, r
ec

ei
ve

d
 im

m
ed

ia
te

 

si
gn

s 
of

 m
al

ar
ia

. “
I a

m
 h

ap
py

 t
o 

C
h

u
rc

h
 in

 K
en

tu
ck

y 
to

 jo
in

 
th

e 
ef

fo
rt

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
th

e 
d

re
am

 
re

al
it

y.
 T

h
e 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
 w

as
 

am
on

g 
th

os
e 

w
h

o 
co

n
tr

ib
u

te
d

 
$1

00
,0

00
, l

an
d

 a
n

d
 la

bo
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

p
la

yg
ro

u
n

d
.

 `
T

h
e 

A
bu

n
d

an
t 

H
ea

lt
h

 P
ro

je
ct

 
of

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 M

is
si

on
 t

o 
N

ep
al

 
(U

M
N

) g
iv

es
 w

om
en

 c
on

!
d

en
ce

 
to

 r
ai

se
 t

h
ei

r 
vo

ic
es

 in
 t

h
ei

r 
co

m
m

u
n

it
y 

an
d

 u
n

it
es

 a
n

d
 

em
p

ow
er

s 
th

em
 t

o 
w

or
k 

an
d

 
sh

ar
e 

th
ei

r 
kn

ow
le

d
ge

 a
n

d
 s

ki
lls

 
w

it
h

 e
ac

h
 o

th
er

. T
ra

in
ed

 F
em

al
e 

C
om

m
u

n
it

y 
H

ea
lt

h
 V

ol
u

n
te

er
s 

(F
C

H
V

) h
ol

d
 m

ot
h

er
s’

 h
ea

lt
h

 
gr

ou
p

 m
ee

ti
n

gs
 a

n
d

 le
ad

 
d

is
cu

ss
io

n
s 

on
 s

af
e 

m
ot

h
er

h
oo

d
 

p
ra

ct
ic

es
, f

am
ily

 p
la

n
n

in
g,

 
n

u
tr

it
io

n
 a

n
d

 s
an

it
at

io
n

. 

D
E

V
E

L
O

P
IN

G
 

A
N

D
 R

E
N

E
W

IN
G

 
C

O
N

G
R

E
G

A
T

IO
N

S
 `
Er

lö
se

rk
ir

ch
e-

M
ü

n
ch

en
 (U

n
it

ed
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f 
th

e 
R

ed
ee

m
er

), 
a 

th
ri

vi
n

g 
G

er
m

an
 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
 in

 M
u

n
ic

h
, i

s 
in

 a
 

n
ew

 b
u

ild
in

g 
th

at
 a

ls
o 

h
ou

se
s 

a 
Fa

rs
i-

sp
ea

ki
n

g 
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

 
of

 im
m

ig
ra

n
ts

. A
n

 in
d

oo
r 

p
la

yg
ro

u
n

d
, a

 m
u

si
c 

sc
h

oo
l, 

ta
ek

w
on

d
o 

an
d

 b
al

le
t 

cl
as

se
s 

h
el

p
 b

ri
n

g 
50

0 
to

 6
00

 p
eo

p
le

 
to

 t
h

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
ea

ch
 w

ee
k.

 
T

h
e 

n
ew

 b
u

ild
in

g 
w

as
 p

ar
t 

of
 

a 
p

la
n

 t
o 

re
ac

h
 p

eo
p

le
 in

 t
h

e 
n

ei
gh

bo
rh

oo
d

. O
n

e 
m

ot
h

er
 o

f 
tw

o 
– 

u
n

ch
u

rc
h

ed
 b

ef
or

e 
sh

e 
fo

u
n

d
 t

h
e 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
 –

 s
ai

d
 

it
’s

 u
n

co
m

m
on

 f
or

 G
er

m
an

 
ch

u
rc

h
es

 t
o 

h
av

e 
a 

lo
t 

of
 

ch
ild

re
n

, t
h

e 
m

ai
n

 r
ea

so
n

 h
er

 

Pa
th

 1
 a

n
d

 G
lo

ba
l M

in
is

tr
ie

s 
p

ilo
te

d
 in

 H
on

d
u

ra
s 

a 
st

ra
te

gy
 

fo
r 

le
ve

ra
gi

n
g 

sm
al

l g
ro

u
p

s 
to

 s
er

ve
 in

 c
on

gr
eg

at
io

n
al

 
d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

am
on

g 
U

n
it

ed
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

M
is

si
on

 In
it

ia
ti

ve
s.

 
T

h
e 

in
it

ia
ti

ve
s 

pl
an

t 
an

d 
n

u
rt

u
re

 
a 

W
es

le
ya

n
 m

ov
em

en
t 

in
 p

ar
ts

 
of

 t
h

e 
w

or
ld

 w
h

er
e 

th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

 
or

 a
 li

m
it

ed
 W

es
le

ya
n

 p
re

se
n

ce
.

 `
In

 e
ar

ly
 2

01
7,

 W
ils

h
ir

e 
U

n
it

ed
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

N
at

iv
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
 

Fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 in

 P
or

tl
an

d
, O

re
go

n
 

– 
th

e 
la

st
 N

at
iv

e 
m

in
is

tr
y 

in
 

th
e 

O
re

go
n

-I
d

ah
o 

C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 
– 

fa
ce

d
 c

lo
su

re
. T

h
at

 s
u

m
m

er
 

a 
n

ew
 p

as
to

r 
ar

ri
ve

d
, t

h
e 

R
ev

. 
A

lle
n

 B
u

ck
, a

 m
em

be
r 

of
 t

h
e 

C
h

er
ok

ee
 N

at
io

n
 o

f 
O

kl
ah

om
a.

 
T

h
e 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
 h

as
 d

ou
bl

ed
 

in
 s

iz
e 

an
d

 f
oc

u
se

s 
on

 
co

n
n

ec
te

d
n

es
s,

 lo
ve

, s
p

ir
it

u
al

ty
 

an
d

 t
ra

d
it

io
n

. I
ts

 d
oo

rs
 a

re
 o

p
en

 
to

 o
th

er
 N

at
iv

e 
or

ga
n

iz
at

io
n

s.
 

T
h

e 
M

en
d

in
g 

B
ro

ke
n

 H
ea

rt
s 

cu
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 o
ff

er
s 

h
ea

lin
g 

to
 h

el
p

 w
it

h
 g

ri
ef

, l
os

s 
an

d
 

in
te

rg
en

er
at

io
n

al
 t

ra
u

m
a.

 `
Sp

u
rr

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
#S

ee
A

llT
h

eP
eo

p
le

 m
ov

em
en

t,
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

co
n

n
ec

ti
on

 a
re

 
en

ga
gi

n
g 

p
eo

p
le

 in
 t

h
ei

r 
co

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
to

 f
or

m
 n

ew
 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
th

at
 c

an
 le

ad
 t

o 
d

is
ci

p
le

 m
ak

in
g.

 D
is

ci
p

le
sh

ip
 

M
in

is
tr

ie
s 

h
as

 r
el

ea
se

d 
a 

se
co

n
d

 
bo

ok
 a

n
d 

st
u

dy
 g

u
id

e 
an

d 
a 

th
ir

d
 

sh
or

t 
!l

m
 t

o 
h

el
p 

la
y 

le
ad

er
s,

 
cl

er
gy

 a
n

d 
an

n
u

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
 

le
ad

er
s 

re
ac

h
 o

u
t 

to
 n

ew
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

it
h

 in
te

n
ti

on
al

 d
is

ci
pl

es
h

ip
.

L
E

A
D

E
R

S
H

IP
 

D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 `
M

or
e 

th
an

 1
9,

00
0 

M
u

sl
im

 a
n

d
 

C
h

ri
st

ia
n

 y
ou

n
gs

te
rs

 a
tt

en
d

 t
h

e 
ei

gh
t 

se
co

n
d

ar
y,

 5
0 

p
ri

m
ar

y 
an

d
 

24
 U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
p

re
sc

h
oo

ls
 

in
 C

ôt
e 

d
’Iv

oi
re

. W
h

ile
 m

os
t 

of
 

th
e 

sc
h

oo
ls

’ 9
00

 s
ta

ff
 m

em
be

rs
 

ar
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t,

 o
n

ly
 2

0 
p

er
ce

n
t 

of
 t

h
e 

st
u

d
en

t 
bo

dy
 

is
. M

or
e 

st
u

d
en

ts
 a

re
 M

u
sl

im
. 

C
ôt

e 
d

’Iv
oi

re
 B

is
h

op
 B

en
ja

m
in

 
B

on
i s

ai
d

 t
h

e 
sc

h
oo

ls
 h

av
e 

th
e 

p
ot

en
ti

al
 t

o 
bu

ild
 p

ea
ce

. “
W

h
en

 
p

eo
p

le
 w

or
k 

to
ge

th
er

 a
n

d
 e

ve
ry

 
d

ay
 s

h
ar

e 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

re
al

it
ie

s,
 

a 
fe

el
in

g 
of

 b
ro

th
er

h
oo

d
 w

ill
 

E
n
d

le
ss

 p
o

ss
ib

ili
ti

e
s 

fo
r 

m
in

is
tr

y
 a

n
d

 d
is

ci
p

le
sh

ip
 

su
rr

o
u
n
d

 e
ve

ry
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

ch
u
rc

h
, b

u
t 

it
 c

a
n
 b

e
 a

 c
h
a
lle

n
g

e
 t

o
 k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 t
o

 b
e
g

in
 

e
xp

lo
ri

n
g

 t
h
o

se
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n
it

ie
s.

 T
h
is

 c
h
a
lle

n
g

e
 

is
 o

n
e
 t

h
e
 O

kl
a
h
o

m
a
 A

n
n
u
a
l C

o
n
fe

re
n
ce

 h
a
s 

o
ve

rc
o

m
e
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e
 #

S
e
e
A

llt
h
e
P

e
o

p
le

 in
it

ia
ti

ve
 

o
f 

D
is

ci
p

le
sh

ip
 M

in
is

tr
ie

s.
 

“W
e
 s

e
e
k 

to
 c

re
a
te

 a
n
d

 s
tr

e
n
g

th
e
n
 d

is
ci

p
le

sh
ip

 

o
ff

e
ri

n
g

s 
in

 lo
ca

l c
h
u
rc

h
e
s 

th
a
t 

se
rv

e
 t

h
e
 

co
n
g

re
g

a
ti

o
n
 a

n
d

 t
h
e
 c

o
m

m
u
n
it

y
,”

 s
a
id

 t
h
e
 R

e
v.

 

D
e
rr

e
k 

B
e
la

se
, O

kl
a
h
o

m
a
 C

o
n
fe

re
n
ce

 d
ir

e
ct

o
r 

o
f 

d
is

ci
p

le
sh

ip
. “

T
h
e
 q

u
e
st

io
n
s 

w
e
 h

o
p

e
 t

o
 a

n
sw

e
r 

a
re

: H
o

w
 d

o
 w

e
 s

e
e
 p

e
o

p
le

 in
si

d
e
 a

n
d

 o
u
ts

id
e
 o

f 

th
e
 c

h
u
rc

h
, a

n
d

 h
o

w
 d

o
 w

e
 h

e
lp

 t
h
e
m

 g
ro

w
?”

 

T
h
e
se

 q
u
e
st

io
n
s 

h
a
ve

 s
p

u
rr

e
d

 a
 m

o
ve

m
e
n
t 

to
 

re
fo

cu
s 

e
xi

st
in

g
 m

in
is

tr
ie

s 
to

 m
a
ke

 t
h
e
m

 m
o

re
 

co
m

m
u
n
it

y
-c

e
n
tr

ic
, a

s 
w

e
ll 

a
s 

to
 in

sp
ir

e
 c

re
a
ti

ve
 

a
p

p
ro

a
ch

e
s 

to
 e

st
a
b

lis
h
in

g
 n

e
w

 m
in

is
tr

y
 e

ff
o

rt
s.

 

T
o

 m
a
ke

 c
o

m
m

u
n
it

y
 d

is
co

ve
ry

 e
a
si

e
r,

 t
h
e
 a

n
n
u
a
l 

co
n
fe

re
n
ce

 d
e
ve

lo
p

e
d

 a
n
 in

te
ra

ct
iv

e
 m

a
p

 

th
a
t 

lo
ca

l c
h
u
rc

h
e
s 

ca
n
 u

se
 t

o
 le

a
rn

 e
ss

e
n
ti

a
l 

co
m

m
u
n
it

y
 in

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n
, s

u
ch

 a
s 

d
e
m

o
g

ra
p

h
ic

s.

3
D
UW
Q
H
UV
K
LS
V�
Z
LW
K
�R
WK
H
U�
R
UJ
D
Q
L]
D
WL
R
Q
V�
WK
D
W�
D
OU
H
D
G
\
�

co
n
n
e
ct

 w
it

h
 p

e
o

p
le

 in
 t

h
e
 c

o
m

m
u
n
it

y
 h

a
ve

 a
ls

o
 

b
e
e
n
 e

ss
e
n
ti

a
l a

n
d

 a
re

 a
llo

w
in

g
 f

o
r 

m
e
a
n
in

g
fu

l 

w
o

rk
 in

 is
su

e
s 

ra
n
g

in
g

 f
ro

m
 p

o
ve

rt
y
 r

e
lie

f 
to

 

su
ic

id
e
 p

re
ve

n
ti

o
n
.

T
h
e
 w

o
rk

 o
f 

se
e
in

g
 p

e
o

p
le

 in
 n

e
w

 w
a
y
s 

is
 g

a
in

in
g

 

m
o

m
e
n
tu

m
. “

O
u
r 

n
e
xt

 c
o

n
fe

re
n
ce

-w
id

e
 f

o
cu

s 
is

 

R
Q
�²
UV
W�
UH
VS
R
Q
G
H
UV
��:

H
¬OO
�U
H
VR
X
UF
H
�F
K
X
UF
K
H
V�
VR
�

th
a
t 

th
e
y
 c

a
n
 o

ff
e
r 

sp
e
ci

a
l w

o
rs

h
ip

, d
is

ci
p

le
sh

ip
 

a
n
d

 c
o

m
m

u
n
it

y
 b

u
ild

in
g

 e
xp

e
ri

e
n
ce

s 
ju

st
 f

o
r 

th
e
m

,”
 s

a
id

 B
e
la

se
.

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
ts

 p
a
rt

ic
ip

a
te

 i
n

 

in
te

ra
c
ti

v
e
 d

o
m

e
st

ic
 v

io
le

n
c
e
 a

w
a
re

n
e
ss

 t
ra

in
in

g
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 a

 p
a
rt

n
e
rs

h
ip

 w
it

h
 t

h
e
 O

k
la

h
o

m
a
 

D
e
p

a
rt

m
e
n

t 
o

f 
H

u
m

a
n

 S
e
rv

ic
e
s.

  

D
E

V
E

L
O

P
IN

G
 A

N
D

 R
E

N
E

W
IN

G
 

C
O

N
G

R
E

G
A

T
IO

N
S

: 
S

E
E

IN
G

 T
H

E
 

P
E

O
P

L
E

 O
F

 O
K

L
A

H
O

M
A

c
ro

ss
in

g
 t

h
e
 b

o
rd

e
r 

fr
o

m
 

th
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s,

 w
h

e
re

 

sh
e
 s

tu
d

ie
s 

a
t 

th
e
 L

y
d

ia
 

P
a
te

rs
o

n
 I

n
st

it
u

te
, 
a
 U

n
it

e
d

 

M
e

th
o

d
is

t-
sp

o
n

so
re

d
 h

ig
h

 

sc
h

o
o

l 
in

 E
l 
P

a
so

, 
T
e
x
a

s.
  

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 P
a

u
l 
J
e

ff
re

y



8
  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
9

 

 `
T

h
e 

A
ca

de
m

y 
fo

r 
C

le
rg

y 
Yo

u
n

g 
in

 M
in

is
tr

y 
is

 a
 p

ilo
t 

pr
og

ra
m

 
to

 d
ev

el
op

 le
ad

er
sh

ip
 o

f c
le

rg
y 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
lo

ca
l c

h
u

rc
h

es
 in

 
th

e 
M

ou
n

ta
in

 S
ky

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 
an

d 
M

ou
n

ta
in

 S
ky

 A
re

a.
  T

h
e 

m
is

si
on

al
, c

h
u

rc
h

-b
as

ed
 

an
d 

in
te

gr
at

ed
 le

ad
er

sh
ip

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t a
pp

ro
ac

h
 o

ff
er

s 
gr

ou
p 

an
d 

on
lin

e 
co

m
m

un
it

y 
le

ar
n

in
g 

an
d 

in
di

vi
du

al
 c

oa
ch

in
g.

 `
T

h
e 

A
rk

an
sa

s 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 C

en
te

r 
fo

r V
it

al
it

y 
co

ac
h

es
 a

n
d 

m
en

to
rs

 
la

it
y 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 p

as
si

on
, 

bo
ld

n
es

s 
an

d 
ex

ce
lle

n
ce

 in
 

fa
it

h
 s

h
ar

in
g,

 s
er

va
n

t 
m

in
is

tr
y,

 
st

ew
ar

ds
h

ip
 a

n
d 

u
si

n
g 

th
ei

r 
sp

ir
it

u
al

 g
if

ts
. L

ea
de

rs
h

ip
 

U
n

le
as

h
ed

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n
s 

an
d

  
La

y 
Le

ad
er

sh
ip

 C
oh

or
ts

 b
ri

n
g 

to
ge

th
er

 la
it

y 
in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 

m
ak

in
g 

n
ew

 d
is

ci
pl

es
 a

n
d 

le
ad

in
g 

n
ew

 m
in

is
tr

ie
s.

 `
Fa

cu
lt

y 
at

 U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t-

re
la

te
d 

co
lle

ge
s 

an
d 

u
n

iv
er

si
ti

es
 

ar
e 

on
 t

h
e 

fr
on

t 
lin

es
 o

f p
re

pa
ri

n
g 

pr
in

ci
pl

ed
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 le

ad
er

s 
w

h
o 

w
ill

 m
ak

e 
a 

di
ff

er
en

ce
 in

 t
h

e 

w
or

ld
. R

ec
en

tl
y,

 t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 B

oa
rd

 
of

 H
ig

h
er

 E
du

ca
ti

on
 a

n
d 

M
in

is
tr

y 
n

am
ed

 4
5 

ou
ts

ta
n

di
n

g 
ed

u
ca

to
rs

 
at

 t
h

os
e 

in
st

it
u

ti
on

s 
as

 r
ec

ip
ie

n
ts

 
of

 t
h

e 
C

u
tt

in
g-

Ed
ge

 C
u

rr
ic

u
lu

m
 

A
w

ar
d 

an
d 

Ex
em

pl
ar

y 
Te

ac
h

er
 

A
w

ar
d 

of
 t

h
e 

Ye
ar

 fo
r 

20
18

. 

M
IN

IS
T

R
Y

 W
IT

H
 

T
H

E
 P

O
O

R
 `
M

et
ro

po
lit

an
 M

em
or

ia
l U

n
it

ed
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 in

 W
as

h
in

gt
on

, 
D

.C
. h

as
 a

 c
h

ef
 w

h
o 

tu
rn

s 
su

rp
lu

s 
fo

od
 fr

om
 r

es
ta

u
ra

n
ts

 a
n

d 
gr

oc
er

y 
st

or
es

 in
to

 m
ad

e-
fr

om
-s

cr
at

ch
, 

h
ea

lt
hy

 m
ea

ls
 fo

r 
th

e 
h

om
el

es
s 

an
d 

h
u

n
gr

y.
 M

et
ro

po
lit

an
 

M
em

or
ia

l’s
 C

am
pu

s 
K

it
ch

en
 

pa
rt

n
er

s 
w

it
h

 n
ea

rb
y 

A
m

er
ic

an
 

U
n

iv
er

si
ty

, b
u

t 
vo

lu
n

te
er

s 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 a
ll 

ov
er

 t
h

e 
ci

ty
 a

n
d 

fr
om

 
w

it
h

in
 t

h
e 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
 t

o 
pu

ll 
in

 t
h

e 
fo

od
, p

re
pa

re
 1

,3
00

 m
ea

ls
 

a 
w

ee
k 

an
d 

tr
an

sp
or

t 
th

em
 

th
ro

u
gh

ou
t 

th
e 

ci
ty

. 

 `
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 in

 t
h

e 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
re

lie
f —

 
in

cl
u

di
n

g 
pr

ay
er

s,
 fo

od
, m

ed
ic

in
e,

 
bo

tt
le

d 
w

at
er

 a
n

d 
cl

ot
h

in
g 

—
 t

o 
w

ou
n

de
d 

so
ld

ie
rs

 a
n

d 
pe

op
le

 
di

sp
la

ce
d 

be
ca

u
se

 o
f v

io
le

n
t 

co
n

#
ic

ts
 in

 t
h

ei
r 

co
u

n
tr

y.
 D

av
ao

 
A

re
a 

Bi
sh

op
 R

od
ol

fo
 A

. J
u

an
 

le
d 

th
e 

tw
o-

da
y 

ef
fo

rt
 t

h
at

 
be

ga
n

 w
it

h
 a

 g
ro

u
p 

of
 a

bo
u

t 
85

 d
is

pl
ac

ed
 L

u
m

ad
 fa

m
ili

es
. 

O
n

 t
h

e 
se

co
n

d 
da

y,
 t

h
e 

Fi
lip

in
o 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 v
is

it
ed

 s
ol

di
er

s 
w

ou
n

de
d 

in
 t

h
e 

!g
h

ti
n

g 
be

tw
ee

n
 

th
e 

m
ili

ta
ry

 a
n

d 
th

e 
Is

la
m

ic
 S

ta
te

 
gr

ou
p 

or
 IS

IS
. 

 `
T

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 B
oa

rd
 o

f C
h

u
rc

h
 

an
d 

So
ci

et
y 

h
as

 id
en

ti
!e

d 
62

 
re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
-b

as
ed

 m
in

is
tr

ie
s 

w
or

ki
n

g 
w

it
h

 in
di

vi
du

al
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

th
at

 a
re

 
ec

on
om

ic
al

ly
 p

oo
r 

an
d

 

W
it

h
 t

h
e
 a

rr
iv

a
l 
o

f 
th

o
u

sa
n

d
s 

o
f 

m
ig

ra
n

ts
 a

n
d

 

re
fu

g
e
e
s 

se
e
k
in

g
 s

a
fe

ty
, 
st

a
b

ili
ty

 a
n

d
 a

 b
e
tt

e
r 

lif
e
 i
n

 n
e
w

 p
la

c
e
s,

 t
h

e
 h

u
m

a
n

 l
a
n

d
sc

a
p

e
 o

f 

E
u

ro
p

e
 h

a
s 

c
h

a
n

g
e
d

 r
e
m

a
rk

a
b

ly
 i
n

 t
h

e
 l
a
st

 

fo
u

r 
y
e
a
rs

. 
T

h
e
 n

e
w

 a
rr

iv
a
ls

 o
ft

e
n

 n
e
e
d

 h
e
lp

 

a
lo

n
g

 t
h

e
 w

a
y
. 
U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
ts

 i
n

 E
u

ro
p

e
 

c
o

n
ti

n
u

e
 t

o
 a

n
sw

e
r 

th
e
 c

a
ll 

to
 l
o

v
e
 a

n
d

 s
e
rv

e
 

th
e
ir

 n
e
w

 n
e
ig

h
b

o
rs

.

S
te

p
h

a
n

y
, 
a
 1

9
-y

e
a
r-

o
ld

 S
y
ri

a
n

 i
m

m
ig

ra
n

t 

a
n

d
 m

e
m

b
e
r 

o
f 

th
e
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

o
f 

th
e
 R

e
d

e
e
m

e
r 

in
 B

re
m

e
n

, 
G

e
rm

a
n

y
, 
n

o
w

 

re
a
c
h

e
s 

o
u

t 
to

 t
h

o
se

 s
e
e
k
in

g
 t

h
e
 k

in
d

 o
f 

su
p

p
o

rt
 h

e
r 

fa
m

ily
 r

e
c
e
iv

e
d

 u
p

o
n

 i
ts

 a
rr

iv
a
l. 

S
h

e
 s

a
id

, 
“W

e
 a

re
 h

a
p

p
y
 t

o
 b

e
 h

e
re

. 
I 
h

a
v
e
 m

y
 

fr
e
e
d

o
m

. 
W

e
 l
o

v
e
 t

h
is

 c
h

u
rc

h
.”

8
Q
LW
H
G
�0
H
WK
R
G
LV
W�
D
Q
G
�0
H
WK
R
G
LV
W�
D
I²
OL
D
WH
G
�

c
h

u
rc

h
e

s 
a

c
ro

ss
 E

u
ro

p
e
 a

re
 e

st
a

b
li
sh

in
g

 

m
in

is
tr

ie
s 

th
a
t 

o
ff

e
r 

m
o

re
 t

h
a

n
 j
u

st
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
, 

th
e

y
 a

ls
o

 o
ff

e
r 

h
o

p
e

. 
W

a
rm

 w
e

lc
o

m
e

s,
 

ra
d

ic
a

l 
h

o
sp

it
a

li
ty

 a
n

d
 o

p
e

n
n

e
ss

 a
re

 t
h

e
 

m
o

st
 h

e
a

li
n

g
 t

h
in

g
s 

o
ff

e
re

d
 t

o
 m

ig
ra

n
ts

, 
so

 

m
is

si
o

n
 e

ff
o

rt
s 

e
x

te
n

d
 w

e
ll
 p

a
st

 s
h

o
rt

-t
e

rm
 

D
VV
LV
WD
Q
F
H
��
3
H
R
S
OH
�F
D
Q
�D
OV
R
�²
Q
G
�O
D
Q
J
X
D
J
H
�

c
la

ss
e

s,
 t

ra
n

sl
a
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 t

u
to

ri
n

g
 s

e
rv

ic
e

s,
 

K
R
X
VL
Q
J
�D
Q
G
�I
H
H
G
LQ
J
�D
VV
LV
WD
Q
F
H
��
D
Q
G
�²
H
OG
�

tr
ip

s 
th

a
t 

b
ro

a
d

e
n

 a
w

a
re

n
e

ss
 o

f 
c
u

lt
u

re
  

a
n

d
 c

o
u

n
tr

y
.

O
n

 D
e
c
. 
3

, 
2
0

17
, 
U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
ts

 a
ro

u
n

d
 

th
e
 w

o
rl

d
 j
o

in
e
d

 t
o

 m
a
rk

 G
lo

b
a
l 
M

ig
ra

ti
o

n
 

6
X
Q
G
D
\
��
D
�G
D
\
�W
R
�U
H
F
R
J
Q
L]
H
�D
Q
G
�E
H
WW
H
U�

u
n

d
e
rs

ta
n

d
 t

h
e
 p

lig
h

t 
o

f 
m

ig
ra

n
ts

. 
F

u
n

d
s 

ra
is

e
d

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 a
 s

p
e
c
ia

l 
o

ff
e
ri

n
g

 a
re

 

su
p

p
o

rt
in

g
 m

in
is

tr
ie

s 
w

it
h

 t
h

o
se

 w
h

o
 h

a
v
e
 

m
a
d

e
 t

h
e
 d

e
c
is

io
n

 t
o

 l
e
a
v
e
 t

h
e
ir

 h
o

m
e
s 

in
 

se
a
rc

h
 o

f 
a
 b

e
tt

e
r 

lif
e
.

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
A

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f 

y
o

u
th

 p
la

y
s 

a
 

g
a
m

e
 a

t 
th

e
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f 
 

th
e
 R

e
d

e
e
m

e
r 

in
 B

re
m

e
n

, 
G

e
rm

a
n

y.
 

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 M

ik
e
 D

u
B

o
se

 U
M

N
S

.

M
IN

IS
T

R
Y

 W
IT

H
 T

H
E

 P
O

O
R

: 
E

U
R

O
P

E
A

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
E

S
  

O
F

F
E

R
 R

E
F

U
G

E
 A

N
D

 H
O

P
E

m
ar

gi
n

al
iz

ed
. C

h
u

rc
h

 a
n

d 
So

ci
et

y 
w

ill
 c

on
ti

n
u

e 
to

 s
u

rv
ey

 a
n

n
u

al
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
ea

ch
 q

u
ar

te
r 

an
d

 
co

n
du

ct
 in

-d
ep

th
 in

te
rv

ie
w

s 
w

it
h

 
pa

st
or

s 
an

d 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
 le

ad
er

s.

 `
A

ft
er

 c
om

pl
et

in
g 

th
e 

M
in

n
es

ot
a 

C
on

fe
re

n
ce

’s
 M

is
si

on
al

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

C
on

su
lt

at
io

n
 In

it
ia

ti
ve

, C
h

ri
st

 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 
in

 R
oc

h
es

te
r 

w
as

 a
dv

is
ed

 t
o 

co
lla

bo
ra

te
 in

 a
 d

ow
n

to
w

n
 

m
in

is
tr

y 
to

 m
ee

t 
th

e 
n

ee
ds

 o
f 

it
s 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y.
 T

h
re

e 
ye

ar
s 

la
te

r, 
th

e 
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

 is
 p

oi
se

d 
to

 
la

u
n

ch
 t

w
o 

n
ew

 in
it

ia
ti

ve
s 

—
 a

 
ch

ild
ca

re
 c

en
te

r 
th

at
 w

ill
 g

iv
e 

sc
h

ol
ar

sh
ip

s 
to

 lo
w

-i
n

co
m

e 
fa

m
ili

es
 a

n
d 

a 
h

os
pi

ta
lit

y 
h

ou
se

 
fo

r 
ou

t-
of

-t
ow

n
 v

is
it

or
s 

re
ce

iv
in

g 
ca

re
 a

t 
th

e 
M

ay
o 

C
lin

ic
.

En
ga

gi
n

g 
in

 t
h

e 
m

in
is

tr
y 

an
d

 
m

is
si

on
 e

n
co

m
p

as
se

d
 in

 t
h

e 
Fo

u
r 

A
re

as
 o

f 
Fo

cu
s 

al
lo

w
s 

U
n

it
ed

 
M

et
h

od
is

ts
 t

o 
liv

e 
ou

r 
co

m
m

on
 

id
en

ti
ty

 a
s 

di
sc

ip
le

s 
of

 Je
su

s 
C

h
ri

st
.

A
s 

th
e 

C
on

n
ec

ti
on

al
 T

ab
le

’s
 

p
as

to
ra

l l
et

te
r 

co
n

cl
u

d
ed

, “
T

h
e 

w
or

ld
 is

 in
 n

ee
d

 o
f 

th
e 

sa
vi

n
g 

lo
ve

 
of

 Je
su

s 
C

h
ri

st
, a

n
d

 T
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 h

as
 a

lw
ay

s 
be

en
 a

n
 e

ff
ec

ti
ve

 w
it

n
es

s 
of

 
C

h
ri

st
’s

 lo
ve

. I
t 

is
 v

it
al

ly
 im

p
or

ta
n

t 
th

at
 w

e 
co

n
ti

n
u

e 
to

 b
e 

so
 n

ow
.  

T
h

er
ef

or
e,

 t
od

ay
 a

n
d

 e
ve

ry
 d

ay
, 

th
e 

m
is

si
on

 is
 y

et
 a

li
ve

.”

T
h

e 
st

or
ie

s 
of

 m
is

si
on

 a
n

d
 m

in
is

tr
y 

w
er

e 
ex

ce
rp

te
d

 f
ro

m
 a

rt
ic

le
s 

or
ig

in
al

ly
 

p
u

bl
is

h
ed

 o
n

 t
h

e 
d

en
om

in
at

io
n

al
 w

eb
si

te
, 

U
M

C
.o

rg
,a

n
d

 o
n

 t
h

e 
w

eb
si

te
s 

of
 U

n
it

ed
 

M
et

h
od

is
t 

N
ew

s,
 U

M
N

ew
s.

or
g;

 A
bu

n
d

an
t 

H
ea

lt
h

, U
M

C
A

bu
n

d
an

tH
ea

lt
h

.o
rg

; t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 B

oa
rd

 o
f 

C
h

u
rc

h
 a

n
d

 S
oc

ie
ty

, 
U

M
C

ju
st

ic
e.

or
g;

 D
is

ci
p

le
sh

ip
 M

in
is

tr
ie

s,
 

U
M

C
d

is
ci

p
le

sh
ip

.o
rg

; t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 B

oa
rd

 
of

 G
lo

ba
l M

in
is

tr
ie

s,
 U

M
C

m
is

si
on

.o
rg

; t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 B

oa
rd

 o
f 

H
ig

h
er

 E
d

u
ca

ti
on

 a
n

d
 

M
in

is
tr

y,
 G

B
H

EM
.o

rg
; t

h
e 

A
rk

an
sa

s 
A

n
n

u
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
, a

ru
m

c.
or

g;
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
R

oc
ky

 
M

ou
n

ta
in

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

, r
m

cu
m

c.
or

g.

T
h

e
 R

e
v
. 
R

o
b

 H
u

tc
h

in
so

n
, 
o

f 

U
n

it
y
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e

th
o

d
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 i
n

 

T
h

o
m

a
sv

il
le

, 
N

o
rt

h
 C

a
ro

li
n

a
, 
U

.S
.A

.,
 

sa
w

s 
a
 t

re
e

 f
e

ll
e

d
 b

y
 H

u
rr

ic
a

n
e

 M
a

ri
a
 

o
n

 t
h

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

s 
o

f 
th

e
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

se
m

in
a

ry
 i

n
 S

a
n

 J
u

a
n

, 
P

u
e

rt
o

 R
ic

o
. 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 M
ik

e
 D

u
B

o
se

, 
U

M
N

S
.  



F
U

N
D

S
In

 2
01

7,
 U

.S
. c

h
u

rc
h

es
 p

ai
d

 
m

or
e 

th
an

 9
3%

 o
f 

re
q

u
es

te
d

 
ap

p
or

ti
on

m
en

t 
fu

n
d

in
g.

 W
or

k 
is

 u
n

d
er

w
ay

 t
o 

fu
l!

ll 
a 

20
16

 
G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 d

ec
is

io
n

 
to

 e
xp

an
d

 a
p

p
or

ti
on

m
en

t 
co

lle
ct

io
n

 f
or

 t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 

A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
 F

u
n

d
 a

n
d

 
Ep

is
co

p
al

 F
u

n
d

 in
 t

h
e 

ce
n

tr
al

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s.

 W
h

ile
 s

om
e 

h
av

e 
co

n
tr

ib
u

te
d

 a
p

p
or

ti
on

m
en

t 
fu

n
d

s 
in

 t
h

e 
p

as
t,

 it
 w

as
 n

ot
 in

 a
 

fo
rm

al
iz

ed
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n
 p

ro
ce

ss
. 

T
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 C

ou
n

ci
l o

n
 F

in
an

ce
 

an
d

 A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
 (G

C
FA

) 
is

 c
on

st
an

tl
y 

as
se

ss
in

g 
th

e 
w

ay
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 d
at

a 
is

 c
ol

le
ct

ed
 

fr
om

 c
en

tr
al

 c
on

fe
re

n
ce

s 
in

 
an

 e
ff

or
t 

to
 m

ak
e 

th
e 

p
ro

ce
ss

 
as

 e
f!

ci
en

t 
as

 p
os

si
bl

e.
 A

s 
p

la
n

n
ed

, G
C

FA
 c

on
d

u
ct

ed
 

D
at

a 
C

ol
le

ct
io

n
 t

ra
in

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

ce
n

tr
al

 c
on

fe
re

n
ce

s 
in

 2
01

7.
 

C
om

p
re

h
en

si
ve

 t
ra

in
in

gs
 o

n
 

d
at

a 
co

lle
ct

io
n

 w
er

e 
h

el
d

 in
 

A
fr

ic
a 

an
d

 t
h

e 
Ph

ili
p

p
in

es
 

in
 c

on
ju

n
ct

io
n

 w
it

h
 a

n
n

u
al

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
 e

xt
en

d
ed

 c
ab

in
et

 
m

ee
ti

n
gs

 in
 e

ac
h

 a
re

a.
 

A
p

p
ro

xi
m

at
el

y 
50

 t
ra

in
ee

s 
p

ar
ti

ci
p

at
ed

 in
 e

ac
h

 lo
ca

ti
on

. 

U
M

C
 M

E
M

B
E

R
S

H
IP

, 
C

O
N

G
R

E
G

A
T

IO
N

S
, 
C

L
E

R
G

Y
, 
C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
S

, 
B

IS
H

O
P

S

2
0

0
6

P
ro

fe
ss

in
g

 
M

e
m

b
e

rs
h

ip
T

o
ta

l 
C

o
n

g
re

g
a
ti

o
n

s
 T

o
ta

l 
O

rd
a
in

e
d

 
C

le
rg

y
A

n
n

u
a
l 

C
o

n
fe

re
n

c
e

s
A

c
ti

v
e

 
B

is
h

o
p

s

 7
,9

3
1,
7
3

3
 

 3
4

,3
7
8

 
 4

4
,7

10
 

 6
3

 
 5

0
 

 3
,0

5
2
,8

0
4

 
 9

,7
5
7
 

 4
,0

0
5

 
 2

2
 

 1
2
 

 2
0

1,
3

0
9

 
 1

,6
5

4
 

 7
9

8
 

 2
1 

 3
 

 6
9

,0
4

1 
 1

,6
0

1 
 1

,2
2
8

 
 1

9
 

 4
 

 1
1,

2
5

4
,8

8
7

 
 4

7
,3

9
0

 
 5

0
,7

4
1 

 1
2

5
 

 6
9

 

2
0

16

P
ro

fe
ss

in
g

 
M

e
m

b
e

rs
h

ip
T

o
ta

l 
C

o
n

g
re

g
a
ti

o
n

s
 T

o
ta

l 
O

rd
a
in

e
d

 
C

le
rg

y
A

n
n

u
a
l 

C
o

n
fe

re
n

c
e

s
A

c
ti

v
e

 
B

is
h

o
p

s

 6
,9

5
1,

2
7
8

 
 3

1,
8

7
3

 
 4

4
,3

8
7
 

 5
6

 
 4

6
 

 5
,4

0
2
,3

3
8

 
 1

9
,6

8
2
 

 5
,9

6
3

 
 3

3
 

 1
3

 

 2
0

7,
19

0
 

 1
,8

3
6

 
 6

19
 

 2
6

 
 3

 

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
 A

R
O

U
N

D
 T

H
E

 W
O

R
L

D
T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 r

ep
or

ts
 a

 p
ro

fe
ss

in
g 

m
em

be
rs

h
ip

 o
f 

12
.6

 m
ill

io
n

 d
is

ci
p

le
s 

w
or

ld
w

id
e,

 a
 1

2 
p

er
ce

n
t 

in
cr

ea
se

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
la

st
 1

0 
ye

ar
s.

 W
h

ile
 t

h
er

e 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 a
 d

ec
lin

e 
in

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 S

ta
te

s 
an

d
 E

u
ro

p
e,

 t
h

e 
ch

u
rc

h
 h

as
 g

ro
w

n
 in

 A
fr

ic
a 

an
d

 A
si

a.
 T

h
is

 is
 s

ee
n

 
th

ro
u

gh
 in

cr
ea

se
s 

in
 t

ot
al

 m
em

be
rs

, a
n

n
u

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s,

 c
le

rg
y 

an
d

 c
h

u
rc

h
es

. 

Y
e

a
r

T
o

ta
l 

F
u

n
d

s 
A

p
p

o
rt

io
n

e
d

19
9

7
$

11
8

,4
2
5

,2
7
3

19
9

8
$

11
8

,4
3

1,
0

10

19
9

9
$

11
9

,6
3

0
,7

5
6

2
0

0
0

$
12

1,
9

9
9

,7
5
7

2
0

0
1

$
12

7,
2
5

6
,7

5
0

2
0

0
2

$
12

7,
8

6
0

,7
5

0

2
0

0
3

$
12

9
,6

3
4

,7
5

0

2
0

0
4

$
13

2
,6

5
6

,2
5

0

2
0

0
5

$
13

9
,9

5
5

,0
0

0

2
0

0
6

$
14

2
,8

4
9

,6
2
7

2
0

0
7

$
14

5
,6

9
3

,8
4

1

2
0

0
8

$
15

0
,9

7
3

,5
8

1

2
0

0
9

$
15

0
,3

0
8

,0
0

0

2
0

10
$

15
0

,2
3

2
,0

5
8

2
0

11
$

14
9

,4
7
2
,0

0
6

2
0

12
$

14
7,

2
6

8
,1
3

1

2
0

13
$

14
3

,3
0

2
,7

5
0

2
0

14
$

14
3

,1
3

2
,9

8
4

2
0

15
$

14
2
,5

7
9

,0
3

6

2
0

16
$

14
3

,1
15

,2
10

2
0

17
$

14
4

,4
4

9
,1
5

3

*E
xc

lu
d

es
 t

h
e 

25
%

 o
f 

M
in

is
te

ri
al

 E
d

u
ca

ti
on

 F
u

n
d

 a
p

p
or

ti
on

ed
 f

u
n

d
s 

th
at

 
ar

e 
re

ta
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
an

n
u

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s.

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
H

IP
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

S

2
0

0
6

 M
e

m
b

e
rs

h
ip

2
0

16
 

M
e

m
b

e
rs

h
ip

10
-Y

r 
C

h
a
n

g
e

10
-Y

r 
%

 C
h

a
n

g
e

A
fr

ic
a
 C

e
n

tr
a
l

 3
74

,0
9

0
 

 6
2
3

,1
3

8
 

 2
4

9
,0

4
8

 
6

7
%

 1
,2

16
,2

5
7
 

 2
,9

9
9

,2
4

2
 

 1
,7

8
2
,9

8
5

 
14

7
%

W
e
st

 A
fr

ic
a

 1
,4

6
2
,4

5
7
 

 1
,7

7
9

,9
5

8
 

 3
17

,5
0

1 
2
2
%

C
e
n

tr
a
l 
a
n

d
  

S
o

u
th

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p

e
 1

8
,4

10
 

 1
4

,2
6

7
 

 (
4

,1
4

3
)

-2
3

%

 3
4

,9
0

0
 

 2
9

,6
5
7
 

 (
5

,2
4

3
)

-1
5

%

N
o

rt
h

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p

e
  

a
n

d
 E

u
ra

si
a

 1
5

,7
3

1 
 9

,8
8

8
 

 (
5

,8
4

3
)

-3
7
%

P
h

ili
p

p
in

e
s

 2
0

1,
3

0
9

 
 2

0
7,

19
0

 
 5

,8
8

1 
3

%

U
n

it
e
d

 S
ta

te
s

 7
,9

3
1,
7
3

3
 

 6
,9

5
1,

2
7
8

 
 (

9
8

0
,4

5
5

)
-1

2
%

 1
1,

2
5

4
,8

8
7

 
 1

2
,6

14
,6

18
 

 1
,3

5
9

,7
3

1 
12

%



12
  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
13

 

A
 s

p
e

c
ia

l p
a
rt

n
e

rs
h

ip
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 a

n
 u

rb
a
n

 a
n

d
 

a
 r

u
ra

l c
h

u
rc

h
 i
n

 t
h

e
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

ti
c 

R
e

p
u

b
lic

 o
f 

C
o

n
g

o
 i
s 

b
ri

n
g

in
g

 r
e

so
u

rc
e

s 
a
n

d
 t

h
e
 l
o

v
e
 o

f 

G
o

d
 t

o
 t

h
e
 p

e
o

p
le

 o
f 

M
v
u

lu
lu

. 

“A
s 

w
e
 r

e
a
c
h

 o
u

t 
to

 t
h

is
 p

o
o

r 
v
ill

a
g

e
, w

e
 a

re
 

ta
k
in

g
 t

h
e
 g

o
o

d
 n

e
w

s 
th

ro
u

g
h

 v
is

ib
le

 a
c
ts

 o
f 

lo
v
e
 a

n
d

 c
o

m
p

a
ss

io
n

,”
 s

a
id

 t
h

e
 R

e
v.

 D
e

si
re

 

T
ir

iw
e

p
i, 

p
a
st

o
r 

o
f 

th
e
 1

3
0

-m
e

m
b

e
r 

U
n

it
e

d
 

M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

In
te

rn
a
ti

o
n

a
l E

n
g

lis
h

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

(U
M

IE
C

),
 l
o

c
a
te

d
 i
n

 K
in

sh
a
sa

. 

T
h

e
 c

h
u

rc
h

 i
s 

ju
st

 6
2
 m

ile
s 

fr
o

m
 M

v
u

lu
lu

, 

h
o

m
e
 o

f 
M

v
u

lu
lu

 U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

a
n

d
 i
ts

 1
10

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

. T
h

re
e
 y

e
a
rs

 a
g

o
, U

M
IE

C
 

m
e

m
b

e
rs

 s
a
w

 a
n

 o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

y
 t

o
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
 t

h
e
 

im
p

o
v
e

ri
sh

e
d

 r
u

ra
l v

ill
a
g

e
. T

h
a
t 

h
a
s 

le
d

 t
o

 

a
n

n
u

a
l m

is
si

o
n

 t
ri

p
s 

a
n

d
 a

 p
a
rt

n
e

rs
h

ip
 w

it
h

 

M
v
u

lu
lu

 U
M

C
. 

U
M

IE
C

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

 b
ri

n
g

 c
lo

th
in

g
, f

o
o

d
, s

c
h

o
o

l 

su
p

p
lie

s,
 h

o
u

se
h

o
ld

 i
te

m
s 

a
n

d
 o

th
e

r 
g

o
o

d
s;

 

th
e
y
 a

ls
o

 b
ri

n
g

 f
u

n
d

s 
to

 h
e

lp
 w

it
h

 c
o

n
st

ru
c
ti

o
n

 

o
f 

th
e
 M

v
u

lu
lu

 c
h

u
rc

h
’s

 n
e
w

 c
h

a
p

e
l. 

T
h

e
 

c
h

u
rc

h
e

s 
sh

a
re

 i
n

 w
o

rs
h

ip
 a

n
d

 i
n

v
it

e
 p

e
o

p
le

 

liv
in

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 t
h

e
 c

h
u

rc
h

 t
o

 j
o

in
 t

h
e

m
 f

o
r 

th
e
 

fa
m

ily
 m

e
a
l t

h
a
t 

fo
llo

w
s.

“T
h

is
 is

 a
llo

w
in

g
 u

s 
to

 m
a
ke

 a
 d

e
e
p

 e
v
a
n

g
e
lis

m
, 

d
o

in
g

 a
c
ti

o
n

s 
w

it
h
 v

is
ib

le
 im

p
a
c
t 

in
 t

h
e
 v

ill
a
g

e
s,

” 

sa
id

 t
h

e
 M

v
u

lu
lu

 p
a
st

o
r,
 t

h
e
 R

e
v.

 G
e
o

rg
e
s 

2
N
LW
R
OH
Q
J
D
��+

H
�Z
LOO
�V
R
R
Q
�E
D
S
WL
]H
�H
LJ
K
W�
\
R
X
WK
�

a
n

d
 a

d
u

lt
s,

 a
 r

e
su

lt
 o

f 
re

c
e
n

t 
m

in
is

tr
y
 e

ff
o

rt
s 

th
a
t 

h
e
 h

o
p

e
s 

w
ill

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

e
 t

o
 t

h
ri

ve
.

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

In
te

rn
a
ti

o
n

a
l 
E

n
g

li
sh

 C
h

u
rc

h
 s

u
p

p
li
e

d
 s

to
n

e
s 

a
n

d
 c

o
n

c
re

te
 f

o
r 

th
e
 f

o
u

n
d

a
ti

o
n

 o
f 

M
v
u

lu
lu

 

U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
’s

 n
e
w

 c
h

a
p

e
l.

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 P

ie
rr

e
 T

. O
m

a
d

je
la

, U
M

N
S

.

W
h

e
n

 t
h

e
 R

e
v
. M

ie
n

ie
 N

. T
o

le
n

ti
n

o
 le

a
rn

e
d

 o
f 

a
n

 o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

y
 t

o
 s

e
rv

e
 a

s 
a
 s

p
ir

it
u

a
l c

o
u

n
se

lo
r 

LQ
�D
�J
R
Y
H
UQ
P
H
Q
W�
OH
G
�G
UX
J
�W
UD
I²
FN
H
U�
UH
IR
UP

D
WL
R
Q
�

p
ro

g
ra

m
 c

a
lle

d
 “

B
a
n

y
u

h
a
y
,”

 s
h

e
 p

ra
y
e
d

, “
L
o

rd
, 

y
o

u
 b

ro
u

g
h

t 
m

e
 h

e
re

 b
e
ca

u
se

 y
o

u
 w

a
n

t 
m

e
 t

o
 

G
R
�V
R
P
H
WK
LQ
J
�I
R
U�
\
R
X
��+

H
UH
�,
�D
P
�W
R
�I
X
O²
OO�
P
\
�

u
tm

o
st

 a
n

d
 b

e
st

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 y
o

u
r 

h
e
lp

. I
 c

o
m

m
it

 

e
v
e
ry

th
in

g
 t

h
a
t 

I 
ca

n
 a

n
d

 c
a
n

’t
 d

o
.”

T
o

le
n

ti
n

o
 a

n
d

 h
e
r 

2
5

-p
e
rs

o
n

 c
o

n
g

re
g

a
ti

o
n

 

a
t 

D
a
n

g
a
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 i
n

 t
h

e
 

P
h

ili
p

p
in

e
 p

ro
v
in

ce
 o

f 
B

u
la

ca
n

 o
ff

e
re

d
 a

 t
h

re
e
-

m
o

n
th

, w
e
e
k
ly

 B
ib

le
 s

tu
d

y
 t

o
 s

e
v
e
n

 m
e
n

 w
h

o
 

w
e
re

 p
a
rt

ic
ip

a
ti

n
g

 in
 t

h
e
 r

e
h
a
b

ili
ta

ti
o

n
 p

ro
g

ra
m

. 

8
S
R
Q
�F
R
P
S
OH
WL
R
Q
��²
YH
�R
I�
WK
H
�P
H
Q
�MR
LQ
H
G
�W
K
H
�

ch
u
rc

h
, a

s 
d

id
 t

h
e
ir

 f
a
m

ili
e
s 

a
n
d

 n
e
ig

h
b

o
rs

.

A
b

y
 S

a
cr

o
, t

h
e
 w

if
e
 o

f 
o

n
e
 o

f 
th

e
 m

e
n

, s
a
id

 t
h

a
t 

jo
in

in
g

 T
h

e
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 h

a
s 

h
a
d

 a
 

h
u

g
e
 im

p
a
ct

 o
n

 h
e
r 

h
u

sb
a
n

d
. “

B
e
ca

u
se

 o
f 

th
e
 

ch
u

rc
h

, h
e
 h

a
s 

ch
a
n

g
e
d

 h
is

 w
a
y
s 

a
n

d
 a

ll 
o

f 
h

is
 

v
ic

e
s 

a
re

 g
o

n
e
,”

 s
h

e
 s

a
id

.

T
h

e
 c

h
u

rc
h

 h
a
s 

n
o

w
 g

ro
w

n
 t

o
 7

0
 w

e
e

k
ly

 

D
WW
H
Q
G
H
H
V�
�D
OP
R
VW
�W
UL
S
OL
Q
J
�L
Q
�V
L]
H
�D
V�

WK
H
�²
UV
W�
Q
H
Z
�P
H
P
E
H
UV
�K
D
Y
H
�E
H
J
X
Q
�

b
ri

n
g

in
g

 o
th

e
rs

 t
o

 e
x
p

e
ri

e
n

c
e
 w

o
rs

h
ip

 

a
n

d
 o

th
e

r 
c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
 e

v
e

n
ts

. 

T
o

le
n

ti
n

o
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
e

s 
to

 m
in

is
te

r 
to

 a
ll
 o

f 
th

e
 

re
h

a
b

il
it

a
ti

o
n

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 p

a
rt

ic
ip

a
n

ts
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
ir

 

fa
m

il
ie

s,
 v

is
it

in
g

 t
h

e
ir

 h
o

m
e

s 
a

n
d

 t
e

ll
in

g
 

th
e

m
, 
“A

si
d

e
 f

ro
m

 b
e

in
g

 y
o

u
r 

p
a

st
o

r,
 I

 a
m

 

a
ls

o
 y

o
u

r 
fr

ie
n

d
.”

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
A

 g
ro

w
in

g
 c

o
n

g
re

g
a
ti

o
n

  

g
a
th

e
rs

 a
t 

D
a
n

g
a
 U

n
it

e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
  

in
 t

h
e
 P

h
ili

p
p

in
e
 p

ro
v
in

c
e
 o

f 
B

u
la

c
a
n

.  

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f 

th
e
 R

e
v.

 M
ie

n
ie

 N
. T

o
le

n
ti

n
o

.

T
h

e
 c

h
o

ir
 s

in
g

s 
d

u
ri

n
g

 w
o

rs
h

ip
 a

t 

N
a
z
a

re
th

 U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

in
 A

b
id

ja
n

, 
C

ô
te

 d
’I

v
o

ir
e

. 
 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 M
ik

e
 D

u
B

o
se

, 
U

M
N

S
. 

D
E

V
E

L
O

P
IN

G
 A

N
D

 R
E

N
E

W
IN

G
 

C
O

N
G

R
E

G
A

T
IO

N
S

: 
H

O
P

E
 F

O
R

 
A

 B
E

T
T

E
R

 L
IF

E

M
IN

IS
T

R
Y

 W
IT

H
 T

H
E

 P
O

O
R

: 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 P

A
R

T
N

E
R

S
H

IP
  

N
U

R
T

U
R

E
S

 E
V

A
N

G
E

L
IS

M



14
  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
15

 

T
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 is
 a

 g
lo

ba
l c

h
u

rc
h

 –
 a

 
pa

rt
 o

f t
h

e 
Bo

dy
 o

f C
h

ri
st

 t
h

at
 c

el
eb

ra
te

s 
a 

co
m

m
on

 
fa

it
h

 a
n

d 
cl

ai
m

s 
a 

co
m

m
on

 m
is

si
on

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
di

sc
ip

le
s 

of
 Je

su
s 

C
h

ri
st

 fo
r 

th
e 

tr
an

sf
or

m
at

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

ld
. U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
, c

on
n

ec
te

d 
in

 m
u

lt
ip

le
 

w
ay

s,
 s

er
ve

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 u

n
iq

u
e 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
s 

sh
ap

ed
 

bo
th

 b
y 

th
ei

r W
es

le
ya

n
 h

er
it

ag
e 

an
d 

by
 t

h
e 

co
n

te
xt

 
an

d 
cu

lt
u

re
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

ey
 s

er
ve

. 

W
it

h
 G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 2

02
0 

a 
lit

tl
e 

le
ss

 t
h

an
 

tw
o 

ye
ar

s 
aw

ay
, U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 t

h
ro

u
gh

ou
t 

th
e 

w
or

ld
 a

re
 r

es
p

on
d

in
g 

to
 w

or
k 

d
on

e 
ov

er
 t

h
e 

la
st

 
tw

o 
q

u
ad

re
n

n
ia

 t
o 

h
el

p
 u

s 
be

tt
er

 li
ve

 t
h

e 
re

al
it

y 
of

 b
ei

n
g 

a 
w

or
ld

w
id

e 
ch

u
rc

h
. T

h
ei

r 
th

in
ki

n
g 

w
ill

 
be

 in
co

rp
or

at
ed

 in
to

 a
 G

en
er

al
 B

oo
k 

of
 D

is
ci

p
lin

e 
to

 b
e 

p
ro

p
os

ed
 t

o 
G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 a

s 
w

el
l 

as
 in

 p
ro

p
os

al
s 

fo
r 

re
vi

se
d

 S
oc

ia
l P

ri
n

ci
p

le
s 

an
d

 
a 

st
at

em
en

t 
on

 U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

ec
cl

es
io

lo
gy

 

th
at

 w
il

l b
e 

p
ro

p
os

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
as

se
m

bl
y.

 G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 w

il
l a

ls
o 

re
sp

on
d

 t
o 

th
e 

in
cr

ea
se

d
  

ro
le

 o
f 

ce
n

tr
al

 c
on

fe
re

n
ce

s 
in

 s
u

p
p

or
ti

n
g 

ge
n

er
al

 
ch

u
rc

h
 a

p
p

or
ti

on
m

en
ts

.

T
h

e 
C

on
n

ec
ti

on
al

 T
ab

le
 is

 w
or

ki
n

g 
cl

os
el

y 
w

it
h

 
th

e 
gr

ou
p

s 
d

ev
el

op
in

g 
th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
p

ro
p

os
al

s 
as

 it
 

su
p

p
or

ts
 t

h
e 

ch
u

rc
h

 li
vi

n
g 

in
to

 it
s 

w
or

ld
w

id
e 

 
n

at
u

re
. R

ea
d

 m
or

e 
at

 u
m

c.
or

g/
w

h
o-

w
e-

ar
e/

ou
r-

w
or

k-
w

or
ld

w
id

e-
n

at
u

re
-o

f-
th

e-
ch

u
rc

h
.

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 B

O
O

K
  

O
F

 D
IS

C
IP

L
IN

E
Le

ad
in

g 
th

e 
w

or
k 

on
 t

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 (w
or

ld
w

id
e)

  
B

oo
k 

of
 D

is
ci

p
lin

e 
is

 t
h

e 
St

an
d

in
g 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

 
on

 C
en

tr
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 M
at

te
rs

.

M
a
k
in

g
 a

 w
o

rl
d

w
id

e
  

ch
u
rc

h
 r

e
a
lit

y

T
h

e 
Bo

ok
 o

f D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

20
16

 s
ta

te
s,

 
“W

e 
ar

e 
a 

w
or

ld
w

id
e 

de
n

om
in

at
io

n
 

u
n

it
ed

 b
y 

do
ct

ri
n

e,
 d

is
ci

pl
in

e 
an

d
 

m
is

si
on

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 o

u
r 

co
n

n
ec

ti
on

al
 

co
ve

n
an

t. 
T

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 B
oo

k 
of

 
D

is
ci

pl
in

e 
ex

pr
es

se
s 

th
at

 u
n

it
y.

 
Ea

ch
 c

en
tr

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
 m

ay
 m

ak
e 

ch
an

ge
s 

an
d 

ad
ap

ta
ti

on
s 

to
 t

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 B
oo

k 
of

 D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

to
 m

or
e 

fr
u

it
fu

lly
 a

cc
om

pl
is

h
 o

u
r 

m
is

si
on

 
in

 v
ar

io
u

s 
co

n
te

xt
s.

” 
(¶

. 1
01

, T
h

e 
Bo

ok
 o

f D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

20
16

) P
ar

ts
 o

f t
h

e 
D

is
ci

pl
in

e 
n

ot
 s

u
bj

ec
t 

to
 a

da
pt

at
io

n
 

an
d 

w
h

ic
h

 c
an

 b
e 

re
vi

se
d 

on
ly

 
by

 G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 a
re

 t
h

e 
“C

on
st

it
u

ti
on

,” 
“G

en
er

al
 B

oo
k 

of
 

D
is

ci
pl

in
e,

” “
D

oc
tr

in
al

 S
ta

n
da

rd
s 

an
d 

O
u

r T
h

eo
lo

gi
ca

l T
as

k,
” “

T
h

e 
M

in
is

tr
y 

of
 A

ll 
C

h
ri

st
ia

n
s”

 a
n

d 
T

h
e 

So
ci

al
 P

ri
n

ci
pl

es
.

T
h

e 
St

an
d

in
g 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

is
 

co
n

ti
n

u
in

g 
w

or
k 

on
 it

s 
pr

op
os

al
 

to
 c

h
an

ge
 t

h
e 

st
ru

ct
u

re
 o

f 
th

e 
D

is
ci

pl
in

e 
to

 d
iv

id
e 

th
e 

m
at

er
ia

l n
ow

 in
 P

ar
t 

V
I, 

“G
en

er
al

 
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

 a
n

d
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n”

 
in

to
 t

w
o 

p
ar

ts
. T

h
e 

p
ar

ag
ra

ph
s 

in
 

th
e 

re
vi

se
d

 P
ar

t 
V

I w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 b

e 
su

bj
ec

t 
to

 c
h

an
ge

 o
r 

ad
ap

ta
ti

on
 b

y 
ce

n
tr

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s,

 w
h

il
e 

th
os

e 
in

 a
 n

ew
 “

Pa
rt

 V
II

, A
dd

it
io

n
al

 
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

 a
n

d
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

,”
 

co
u

ld
 b

e 
ad

ap
te

d
. M

aj
or

 t
op

ic
s 

 
in

 P
ar

t 
V

I 
of

 t
h

e 
20

16
 D

is
ci

p
li

n
e 

ar
e 

T
h

e 
Lo

ca
l C

h
u

rc
h

 (i
n

cl
u

d
in

g 
ch

u
rc

h
 m

em
be

rs
h

ip
), 

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 t
h

e 
O

rd
ai

n
ed

 (i
n

cl
u

d
in

g 
re

qu
ir

em
en

ts
 a

n
d 

st
an

da
rd

s)
, T

h
e 

Su
p

er
in

te
n

de
n

cy
, T

h
e 

C
on

fe
re

n
ce

s,
 

A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
iv

e 
O

rd
er

 (g
en

er
al

 

ag
en

ci
es

), 
C

h
u

rc
h

 P
ro

p
er

ty
 a

n
d

 
Ju

d
ic

ia
l A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

.

C
on

su
lt

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

St
an

di
n

g 
C

om
m

it
te

e 
in

 it
s 

w
or

k 
ar

e 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 fo

r 
th

e 
St

u
dy

 o
f 

M
in

is
tr

y,
 t

h
e 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

on
 F

ai
th

 
an

d 
O

rd
er

 a
n

d 
th

e 
C

on
n

ec
ti

on
al

 
Ta

bl
e,

 s
pe

ci
!c

al
ly

 it
s 

ad
vi

so
ry

 g
ro

u
p

 
on

 U
.S

. C
on

te
xt

u
al

 M
in

is
tr

ie
s.

 T
h

e 
ad

vi
so

ry
 g

ro
u

p 
is

 w
or

ki
n

g 
w

it
h

 
th

e 
St

an
di

n
g 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

to
 r

ai
se

 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 t

h
e 

n
ee

d 
fo

r 
a 

se
tt

in
g 

or
 m

ea
n

s 
ot

h
er

 t
h

an
 G

en
er

al
 

C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 t
o 

co
n

si
de

r 
m

at
te

rs
 

af
fe

ct
in

g 
on

ly
 U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 

in
 t

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 S
ta

te
s.

 S
u

ch
 a

 
se

tt
in

g 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
pl

ac
e 

w
h

er
e 

th
e 

pa
ra

gr
ap

h
s 

th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

in
 t

h
e 

n
ew

 P
ar

t V
II

 o
f t

h
e 

D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

co
u

ld
 

be
 a

da
pt

ed
 fo

r 
th

e 
U

.S
. c

on
te

xt
 

ju
st

 a
s 

th
ey

 c
an

 fo
r 

th
e 

ce
n

tr
al

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

in
 A

fr
ic

a,
 E

u
ro

pe
 a

n
d

 
th

e 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

.

Ju
di

 K
en

as
to

n
, a

 m
em

be
r 

of
 t

h
e 

ad
vi

so
ry

 g
ro

u
p,

 n
ot

es
 t

h
at

 w
h

en
 

th
e 

!r
st

 B
oo

k 
of

 D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

of
 T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 w

as
 

ad
op

te
d 

in
 1

96
8,

 it
 in

cl
u

de
d 

th
e 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
sp

ec
i!

ca
lly

 g
iv

in
g 

ce
n

tr
al

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

th
e 

ri
gh

t 
of

 a
da

pt
at

io
n

. 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 in

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 

St
at

es
 d

o 
n

ot
 h

av
e 

th
at

 r
ig

h
t.

K
en

as
to

n
 s

ay
s 

h
av

in
g 

a 
m

ea
n

s 
fo

r 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 in

 t
h

e 
U

.S
. 

to
 a

d
ap

t 
th

e 
D

is
ci

p
lin

e 
w

ou
ld

 p
u

t 
al

l p
ar

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
ch

u
rc

h
 o

n
 a

 “
le

ve
l 

p
la

yi
n

g 
!

el
d

.” 
D

ec
is

io
n

-m
ak

er
s 

co
u

ld
 c

on
si

d
er

 t
ec

h
n

ic
al

ly
 d

if
!

cu
lt

 
is

su
es

, s
u

ch
 a

s 
p

en
si

on
s 

p
ro

gr
am

s,
 

w
it

h
 c

lo
se

 a
tt

en
ti

on
 t

o 
th

e 
co

n
te

xt
 

cr
ea

te
d

 b
y 

fe
d

er
al

 la
w

s 
in

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 S

ta
te

s.
 A

t 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ti
m

e,
 

G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 d
el

eg
at

es
 

fr
om

 o
u

ts
id

e 
th

e 
U

.S
. w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 
h

av
e 

to
 s

p
en

d
 h

ou
rs

 c
on

si
d

er
in

g 
le

gi
sl

at
io

n
 t

h
at

 d
id

 n
ot

 a
ff

ec
t 

th
em

 
an

d
 o

n
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
er

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

lit
tl

e 
re

as
on

 f
or

 t
h

em
 t

o 
h

av
e 

ex
p

er
ti

se
.

W
h

ile
 w

or
k 

co
n

ti
n

u
es

 o
n

 t
h

e 
re

co
m

m
en

d
ed

 c
h

an
ge

s 
fo

r 
th

e 

G
lo

b
a
l 
M

is
si

o
n

 F
e

ll
o

w
 Y

v
o

n
n

e
 

A
g

d
u

y
e

n
g

 (
le

ft
) 

le
a
d

s 
si

n
g

in
g

 

w
it

h
 r

e
c
e

n
t 

im
m

ig
ra

n
ts

 a
t 

th
e

 

U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f 
th

e
 

R
e

d
e

e
m

e
r 

in
 B

re
m

e
n

, 
G

e
rm

a
n

y.
  

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 M

ik
e

 D
u

B
o

se
, 
U

M
N

S
.

A
 v

o
lu

n
te

e
r 

te
a
m

 f
ro

m
 S

o
u

th
 

R
o

a
n

o
k
e

 U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

h
e

lp
s 

re
p

a
ir

 a
 h

o
m

e
 d

a
m

a
g

e
d

 b
y
 

³
R
R
G
V�
Q
H
D
U�
&
OD
\�
�:

H
VW
�9
LU
J
LQ
LD
��
8
6
$
��

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 M

ik
e

 D
u

B
o

se
, 
U

M
N

S
. 



af
te

r 
th

e 
ca

lle
d

 s
es

si
on

 o
f 

G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 in

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

19
.

R
E

V
IS

IO
N

 O
F

 
S

O
C

IA
L

 P
R

IN
C

IP
L

E
S

Si
n

ce
 e

ar
ly

 in
 t

h
e 

20
13

-1
6 

qu
ad

re
n

n
iu

m
, t

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 B
oa

rd
 o

f 
C

h
u

rc
h

 a
n

d 
So

ci
et

y 
h

as
 le

d 
w

or
k 

to
 

ex
am

in
e 

th
e 

de
n

om
in

at
io

n
’s

 S
oc

ia
l 

Pr
in

ci
pl

es
 a

n
d 

pr
ep

ar
e 

a 
dr

af
t 

of
 

re
vi

se
d 

st
at

em
en

ts
 fo

r 
th

e 
20

20
 

G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 t
o 

co
n

si
de

r. 

D
u

ri
n

g 
th

e 
!r

st
 fo

u
r 

ye
ar

s,
 li

st
en

in
g 

co
n

su
lt

at
io

n
s 

in
 A

fr
ic

a,
 E

u
ro

pe
, t

h
e 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 a

n
d 

th
e 

U
n

it
ed

 S
ta

te
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 a
s 

to
 h

ow
 

th
e 

So
ci

al
 P

ri
n

ci
pl

es
 a

re
 a

ct
u

al
ly

 
pr

ac
ti

ce
d 

in
 t

h
e 

pl
ac

es
 w

h
er

e 
T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

h
as

 m
em

be
rs

. W
ri

ti
n

g 
te

am
s 

th
at

 
in

cl
u

de
d 

m
or

e 
th

an
 6

0 
pe

op
le

 
be

ga
n

 w
or

k 
in

 e
ar

ly
 2

01
7 

to
 fu

l!
ll 

th
e 

m
an

da
te

 o
f t

h
e 

20
16

 G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 t

o 
re

vi
se

 t
h

e 
st

at
em

en
ts

 
to

 b
e 

m
or

e 
su

cc
in

ct
, t

h
eo

lo
gi

ca
lly

 
gr

ou
n

de
d 

an
d 

gl
ob

al
ly

 r
el

ev
an

t. 
Fi

rs
t 

re
vi

si
on

s 
to

 a
ll 

se
ct

io
n

s 
ex

ce
pt

 
th

os
e 

on
 h

um
an

 s
ex

ua
lit

y 
ar

e 
co

m
pl

et
e.

 W
ri

te
rs

 w
ill

 r
ev

is
e 

th
e 

re
m

ai
n

in
g 

se
ct

io
n

 a
ft

er
 th

e 
ca

lle
d

 
se

ss
io

n
 o

f G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

.

T
h

e 
d

ra
ft

 d
oc

u
m

en
t 

in
cl

u
d

es
 

n
u

m
er

ou
s 

ci
ta

ti
on

s 
of

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
 

an
d

 q
u

ot
es

 f
ro

m
 Jo

h
n

 W
es

le
y.

 
T

h
e 

se
ct

io
n

 p
re

vi
ou

sl
y 

ti
tl

ed
 “

T
h

e 
N

at
u

ra
l W

or
ld

” 
is

 n
ow

 n
am

ed
 “

T
h

e 
C

om
m

u
n

it
y 

of
 A

ll 
C

re
at

io
n

.”

T
h

e 
re

vi
se

d
 d

oc
u

m
en

t,
 w

eb
si

te
 

an
d

 a
 v

id
eo

, a
ll 

p
ro

d
u

ce
d

 in
 

En
gl

is
h

, F
re

n
ch

, P
or

tu
gu

es
e 

an
d

 S
w

ah
ili

, a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
at

 
U

M
C

ju
st

ic
e.

or
g/

sp
20

20
.

ch
u

rc
h

 la
w

 b
u

t “
in

te
n

de
d 

to
 b

e 
in

st
ru

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
pe

rs
u

as
iv

e.
” T

h
e 

So
ci

al
 P

ri
n

ci
pl

es
 “

ar
e 

a 
pr

ay
er

fu
l 

an
d 

th
ou

gh
tf

u
l e

ff
or

t 
on

 t
h

e 
pa

rt
 o

f t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 

to
 s

pe
ak

 t
o 

th
e 

h
u

m
an

 is
su

es
 in

 
th

e 
co

n
te

m
po

ra
ry

 w
or

ld
 fr

om
 a

 
so

u
n

d 
bi

bl
ic

al
 a

n
d 

th
eo

lo
gi

ca
l 

fo
u

n
da

ti
on

.” 
A

lt
h

ou
gh

 t
h

er
e 

h
av

e 
be

en
 n

u
m

er
ou

s 
ad

di
ti

on
s 

an
d 

ot
h

er
 c

h
an

ge
s 

to
 t

h
e 

So
ci

al
 

Pr
in

ci
pl

es
 s

in
ce

 t
h

ey
 w

er
e 

!r
st

 
ad

op
te

d 
in

 1
97

2,
 t

h
er

e 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 n
o 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 u

pd
at

in
g 

u
n

ti
l n

ow
.

‘W
O

N
D

E
R

, L
O

V
E

 
A

N
D

 P
R

A
IS

E
’

T
h

ro
u

gh
ou

t 
20

17
, T

h
e 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

on
 F

ai
th

 a
n

d
 O

rd
er

 g
at

h
er

ed
 

im
p

re
ss

io
n

s 
fr

om
 t

h
ro

u
gh

ou
t 

th
e 

ch
u

rc
h

 t
o 

it
s 

d
ra

ft
 o

f 
“W

on
d

er
, 

Lo
ve

 a
n

d
 P

ra
is

e:
 S

h
ar

in
g 

a 
V

is
io

n
 

fo
r 

th
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
.” 

Fi
rs

t 
d

ev
el

op
ed

 d
u

ri
n

g 
th

e 
20

13
-

16
 q

u
ad

re
n

n
iu

m
, “

W
on

d
er

, L
ov

e 
an

d
 P

ra
is

e”
 is

 a
 s

ta
te

m
en

t 
on

 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
ec

cl
es

io
lo

gy
 

ex
p

lo
ri

n
g 

h
ow

 U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

 w
h

at
 it

 m
ea

n
s 

to
 b

e 
th

e 
ch

u
rc

h
. G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 

20
16

 c
om

m
en

d
ed

 t
h

e 
st

at
em

en
t 

to
 t

h
e 

w
h

ol
e 

ch
u

rc
h

 f
or

 s
tu

dy
 a

n
d

 
fe

ed
ba

ck
. L

ea
d

er
s 

an
d

 m
em

be
rs

 
ex

p
lo

re
d

 t
h

e 
d

oc
u

m
en

t 
in

 s
m

al
l 

st
u

dy
 g

ro
u

p
s 

an
d

 t
h

en
 s

u
bm

it
te

d
 

su
rv

ey
s 

ex
p

re
ss

in
g 

co
n

ce
rn

s 
 

an
d

 h
op

es
 r

el
at

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
cu

rr
en

t 
d

ra
ft

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

p
ot

en
ti

al
 s

h
ap

e 
a 

 
re

-d
ra

ft
in

g 
m

ig
h

t 
ta

ke
. O

th
er

s 
w

ro
te

 b
lo

g 
p

os
ts

, p
ap

er
s 

an
d

 
d

et
ai

le
d

 n
ot

es
. 

In
 it

s 
cu

rr
en

t 
fo

rm
, o

n
e 

se
ct

io
n

 o
f 



2
0

18
  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
19

 
18

  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T

“V
is

io
n

 a
n

d
 P

ra
ct

ic
e”

 e
xp

lo
re

s:

 `
th

e 
“p

ar
ti

cu
la

r 
ro

le
” 

of
 T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

C
h

u
rc

h
  

w
it

h
in

 t
h

e 
“C

h
u

rc
h

 U
n

iv
er

sa
l”

 `
h

ow
 p

ar
ti

ci
p

at
io

n
 in

 
ec

u
m

en
ic

al
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 m

ig
h

t 
ge

n
er

at
e 

in
si

gh
ts

 t
o 

h
el

p
  

d
ea

l m
or

e 
co

n
st

ru
ct

iv
el

y 
 

an
d

 e
ff

ec
ti

ve
ly

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

 
“v

ex
in

g 
is

su
es

 s
u

rr
ou

n
d

in
g 

 
‘le

gi
ti

m
at

e 
d

iv
er

si
ty

’”
 

 `
h

ow
 m

ig
h

t 
a 

re
n

ew
ed

 e
cc

le
si

al
 

vi
si

on
 in

fo
rm

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n

s 
 

ab
ou

t 
p

ol
it

y 
– 

h
ow

 t
h

e 
ch

u
rc

h
  

is
 s

tr
u

ct
u

re
d

 in
 s

er
vi

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
m

is
si

on
.

T
h

e 
co

m
m

it
te

e 
w

ill
 s

u
bm

it
 a

 
re

vi
se

d
 d

ra
ft

 t
o 

th
e 

20
20

 G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
. W

h
en

 a
d

op
te

d
, 

“W
on

d
er

, L
ov

e 
an

d
 P

ra
is

e”
 w

ill
 

ca
rr

y 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

w
ei

gh
t 

as
 “

B
y 

W
at

er
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
Sp

ir
it

” 
an

d
 “

T
h

is
 

H
ol

y 
M

ys
te

ry
,” 

th
e 

d
en

om
in

at
io

n
’s

 
of

!
ci

al
 t

h
eo

lo
gi

ca
l s

ta
te

m
en

ts
 o

n
 

ba
p

ti
sm

 a
n

d
 H

ol
y 

C
om

m
u

n
io

n
.

A
cc

or
di

n
g 

to
 T

h
e 

Bo
ok

 o
f D

is
ci

pl
in

e 
20

16
, G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 2

00
8 

cr
ea

te
d 

th
e 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

on
 F

ai
th

 
an

d 
O

rd
er

 t
o 

en
ga

ge
 in

 o
n

go
in

g 
an

d
 

in
te

n
ti

on
al

 t
h

eo
lo

gi
ca

l r
e#

ec
ti

on
 

on
 b

eh
al

f o
f t

h
e 

ch
u

rc
h

. I
t 

re
so

u
rc

es
 

th
e 

C
ou

n
ci

l o
f B

is
h

op
s 

as
 it

 c
ar

ri
es

 
ou

t 
it

s 
te

ac
h

in
g 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s;

 
le

ad
s 

an
d 

co
or

di
n

at
es

 s
tu

di
es

 
co

m
m

is
si

on
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 in

 m
at

te
rs

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o 

fa
it

h
, d

oc
tr

in
e,

 o
rd

er
 a

n
d 

di
sc

ip
lin

e 
of

 t
h

e 
ch

u
rc

h
; a

n
d 

pr
ep

ar
es

 a
n

d
 

pr
ov

id
es

  r
es

ou
rc

es
 a

n
d 

st
u

dy
 

m
at

er
ia

ls
. L

ea
rn

 m
or

e 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

on
 F

ai
th

 a
n

d 
O

rd
er

 
an

d 
it

s 
w

or
k 

on
 “

W
on

de
r, 

Lo
ve

 a
n

d
 

Pr
ai

se
” 

at
 U

M
C

.o
rg

/w
h

o-
w

e-
ar

e/
th

e-
u

n
it

ed
-m

et
h

od
is

t-
co

m
m

it
te

e-
on

-f
ai

th
-a

n
d-

or
de

r.

C
E

N
T

R
A

L
 

C
O

N
F

E
R

E
N

C
E

 
A

P
P

O
R

T
IO

N
M

E
N

T
S

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 in
 2

01
7 

ga
ve

 
ab

ou
t 

$1
33

.2
 m

ill
io

n
 –

 a
bo

u
t 

$1
.8

 
m

ill
io

n
 m

or
e 

th
an

 in
 2

01
6 

– 
to

  
su

p
p

or
t 

co
n

n
ec

ti
on

al
 m

in
is

tr
ie

s 
ar

ou
n

d
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
, r

ep
or

ts
 t

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 C
ou

n
ci

l o
n

 F
in

an
ce

  
an

d
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

. 

T
h

e 
p

ay
ou

t 
ra

te
 f

ro
m

 a
n

n
u

al
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
in

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 

St
at

es
 —

 t
h

at
 is

, t
h

e 
p

er
ce

n
ta

ge
 

of
 r

eq
u

es
te

d
 a

p
p

or
ti

on
m

en
ts

 
co

lle
ct

ed
 —

 w
as

 9
1.

9 
p

er
ce

n
t,

 
an

 in
cr

ea
se

 o
ve

r 
91

.4
 p

er
ce

n
t 

in
 

20
16

. T
h

e 
ce

n
tr

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s’

 
p

ay
ou

t 
ra

te
 w

as
 6

5 
p

er
ce

n
t 

ov
er

al
l 

—
 2

98
 p

er
ce

n
t 

fr
om

 E
u

ro
p

e,
 3

6 
p

er
ce

n
t 

fr
om

 t
h

e 
Ph

ili
p

p
in

es
 

an
d

 1
7 

p
er

ce
n

t 
fr

om
 A

fr
ic

a.

N
in

e 
ce

n
tr

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
 e

p
is

co
p

al
 

ar
ea

s 
—

 w
h

ic
h

 e
n

co
m

p
as

s 
32

 
of

 t
h

e 
80

 a
n

n
u

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s 

in
 

A
fr

ic
a,

 E
u

ro
p

e 
an

d
 t

h
e 

Ph
ili

p
p

in
es

 
—

 p
ai

d
 a

t 
le

as
t 

10
0 

p
er

ce
n

t 
ap

p
or

ti
on

m
en

ts
. T

h
ey

 a
re

 t
h

e 
C

en
tr

al
 a

n
d

 S
ou

th
er

n
 E

u
ro

p
e,

 E
as

t 
C

on
go

, E
as

te
rn

 A
n

go
la

, E
u

ra
si

a,
 

G
er

m
an

y,
 L

ib
er

ia
, M

oz
am

bi
q

u
e,

 
N

or
d

ic
-B

al
ti

c 
ar

ea
s 

an
d

 t
h

e 
D

av
ao

 
ar

ea
 in

 t
h

e 
Ph

ili
p

p
in

es
.

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 in
 c

en
tr

al
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
h

av
e 

lo
n

g 
!

n
an

ci
al

ly
 

su
p

p
or

te
d

 t
h

e 
w

or
k 

of
 b

is
h

op
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
Ep

is
co

p
al

 F
u

n
d

. 
B

eg
in

n
in

g 
in

 2
01

7,
 c

en
tr

al
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
w

er
e 

as
ke

d
 t

o 
su

p
p

or
t 

bo
th

 t
h

e 
Ep

is
co

p
al

 F
u

n
d

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

op
er

at
io

n
s 

of
 d

en
om

in
at

io
n

-w
id

e 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
iv

e 
bo

d
ie

s,
 in

cl
u

d
in

g 
G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
, t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
G

en
er

al
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

 F
u

n
d

.

U
n

d
er

 t
h

e 
ap

p
or

ti
on

m
en

t 
fo

rm
u

la
 

ad
op

te
d

 b
y 

th
e 

20
16

 G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
, c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s 

in
 

L
e
ss

 t
h
a
n
 1

4
 p

e
rc

e
n
t 

o
f 

H
is

p
a
n
ic

s 
in

 t
h
e
 U

.S
. 

h
a
ve

 a
 b

a
ch

e
lo

r’
s 

d
e
g

re
e
. T

h
e
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 

T
e
xa

s,
 R

io
 G

ra
n
d

e
 V

a
lle

y
, h

a
s 

a
 s

tu
d

e
n
t 

b
o

d
y
 

th
a
t 

is
 9

0
 p

e
rc

e
n
t 

H
is

p
a
n
ic

. T
h
e
se

 s
ta

ti
st

ic
s 

h
a
v
e
 l
e
d

 U
n

it
e
d

 M
e
th

o
d

is
t 

S
tu

d
e
n

t 
M

in
is

tr
y
 

le
a
d

e
rs

 a
t 

th
e
 u

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 t

o
 a

 c
e
n

tr
a
l 
fo

c
u

s:
 

S
u

p
p

o
rt

 s
tu

d
e
n

ts
 s

o
 t

h
e
y
 c

a
n

 t
h

ri
v
e
 i
n

 

c
o

lle
g

e
 a

n
d

 e
a
rn

 t
h

e
ir

 d
e
g

re
e
s.

M
a
n

y
 o

f 
th

e
 m

in
is

tr
y
’s

 s
tu

d
e
n

ts
 a

re
 M

e
x
ic

a
n

-

$
P
H
UL
FD
Q
�D
Q
G
�²
UV
W�
J
H
Q
H
UD
WL
R
Q
�F
R
OOH
J
LD
Q
V�

w
h

o
 a

re
 s

e
e
k
in

g
 in

te
n

ti
o

n
a
l r

e
la

ti
o

n
sh

ip
s 

th
a
t 

w
ill

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 t
h

e
m

 o
n

 t
h

e
ir

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
a
l 

jo
u

rn
e
y
. 
T

h
e
 m

in
is

tr
y
’s

 s
tu

d
e
n

t 
c
e
n

te
r,

 

lo
c
a
te

d
 a

c
ro

ss
 t

h
e
 s

tr
e
e
t 

fr
o

m
 c

a
m

p
u

s,
 

is
 k

n
o

w
n

 a
s 

a
 s

a
fe

, 
a
c
c
e
p

ti
n

g
 s

p
a
c
e
 

fo
r 

st
u

d
e
n

ts
 t

o
 c

o
n

n
e
c
t 

th
ro

u
g

h
 s

tu
d

y
, 

fr
e
e
 m

e
a
ls

, 
c
o

n
v
e
rs

a
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 w

o
rs

h
ip

. 

“T
h
is

 is
 a

 t
ru

e
 c

o
m

m
u
n
it

y
. T

h
e
 s

tu
d

e
n
ts

 t
re

a
t 

e
a
ch

 o
th

e
r 

in
 lo

vi
n
g

, a
ff

e
ct

io
n
a
te

 w
a
y
s.

 T
h
e
y
 

ta
ke

 c
a
re

 o
f 

e
a
ch

 o
th

e
r,

” 
sa

id
 t

h
e
 R

e
v.

 D
a
vi

d
 

J.
 M

o
re

n
o

, c
a
m

p
u
s 

m
in

is
te

r.

T
h

e
 m

in
is

tr
y
 a

ls
o

 o
ff

e
rs

 le
a
d

e
rs

h
ip

 t
ra

in
in

g
 

o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

ie
s 

a
n

d
 e

x
p

e
ri

e
n

ce
s 

th
a
t 

g
a
rn

e
r 

re
a
l-

lif
e
 s

k
ill

s 
n

e
ce

ss
a
ry

 f
o

r 
su

cc
e
ss

 T
h

e
 

m
in

is
tr

y
 w

a
s 

re
ce

n
tl

y
 a

w
a
rd

e
d

 a
 g

ra
n

t 
fr

o
m

 

th
e
 G

e
n

e
ra

l B
o

a
rd

 o
f 

H
ig

h
e
r 

E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 

a
n
d

 M
in

is
tr

y
 t

o
 d

e
ve

lo
p

 a
n
d

 im
p

le
m

e
n
t 

a
 

le
a
d

e
rs

h
ip

 r
e
tr

e
a
t 

ca
lle

d
 ¡A

d
e
le

n
te

!, 
m

e
a
n
in

g
 

“m
o

ve
 f

o
rw

a
rd

,”
 t

o
 e

n
co

u
ra

g
e
 s

tu
d

e
n
ts

 t
o

 

ta
ke

 o
n
 d

e
lib

e
ra

te
 le

a
d

e
rs

h
ip

 r
o

le
s.

“[
S

tu
d

e
n
ts

] 
o

w
n
 t

h
is

 m
in

is
tr

y
…

 T
h
e
y
 a

re
 t

h
e
 

le
a
d

e
rs

 o
f 

th
e
 c

h
u
rc

h
 t

o
d

a
y
 a

n
d

 t
h
e
 le

a
d

e
rs

 

o
f 

th
e
 c

h
u
rc

h
 t

o
m

o
rr

o
w

, a
n
d

 w
e
 a

re
 t

ry
in

g
  

to
 m

a
ke

 t
h
a
t 

re
a
l f

o
r 

th
e
m

,”
 s

a
id

 M
o

re
n
o

.

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y

 o
f 

Te
x
a
s,

 R
io

 

G
ra

n
d

e
 V

a
ll
e
y,

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 p
a
rt

ic
ip

a
te

 i
n

 a
 

le
a
d

e
rs

h
ip

 a
n

d
 t

ru
st

 e
x
e

rc
is

e
. 
 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 t
h

e
 R

e
v.

 D
a
v

id
 J

. 
M

o
re

n
o

, 
 

c
a
m

p
u

s 
m

in
is

te
r.

L
E

A
D

E
R

S
H

IP
 D

E
V

E
L
O

P
M

E
N

T
: 

E
M

P
O

W
E

R
M

E
N

T
 T

O
D

A
Y

, 
 

L
E

A
D

E
R

S
  
T

O
M

O
R

R
O

W
 

Eu
ro

p
e 

w
er

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 a

sk
ed

 t
o 

p
ay

 le
ss

 t
h

an
 t

h
ey

 h
ad

 p
re

vi
ou

sl
y.

 
W

it
h

 t
h

at
 in

 m
in

d
, E

u
ro

p
ea

n
 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 p
le

d
ge

d
 n

ot
 

to
 r

ed
u

ce
 g

iv
in

g 
an

d
 in

 2
01

7 
ga

ve
 n

ea
rl

y 
th

re
e 

ti
m

es
 w

h
at

 t
h

e 
ap

p
or

ti
on

m
en

t 
fo

rm
u

la
 r

eq
u

ir
ed

.

A
 r

ec
or

d
 2

9 
of

 t
h

e 
56

 U
.S

. U
n

it
ed

 
M

et
h

od
is

t 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

—
 5

2 
p

er
ce

n
t 

—
 p

ai
d

 1
00

 p
er

ce
n

t 
of

 
th

ei
r 

20
17

 a
p

p
or

ti
on

m
en

ts
. T

h
ey

 
ar

e 
A

la
sk

a,
 B

al
ti

m
or

e-
W

as
h

in
gt

on
, 

C
al

if
or

n
ia

-N
ev

ad
a,

 C
en

tr
al

 T
ex

as
, 

D
es

er
t 

So
u

th
w

es
t,

 E
as

t 
O

h
io

, 

G
re

at
er

 N
ew

 Je
rs

ey
, I

lli
n

oi
s 

G
re

at
 

R
iv

er
s,

 In
di

an
a,

 Io
w

a,
 K

en
tu

ck
y,

 
M

in
n

es
ot

a,
 N

ew
 E

n
gl

an
d,

 N
ew

 Y
or

k,
 

N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a,

 O
kl

ah
om

a 
In

di
an

 
M

is
si

on
ar

y,
 O

re
go

n
-I

da
h

o,
 P

ac
i!

c 
N

or
th

w
es

t, 
Pe

n
in

su
la

 D
el

aw
ar

e,
 R

ed
 

Bi
rd

 M
is

si
on

ar
y,

 R
oc

ky
 M

ou
n

ta
in

, 
Su

sq
u

eh
an

n
a,

 T
en

n
es

se
e,

 U
pp

er
 

N
ew

 Y
or

k,
 W

es
t 

O
h

io
, W

es
t V

ir
gi

n
ia

, 
W

es
te

rn
 P

en
n

sy
lv

an
ia

, W
is

co
n

si
n

 
an

d 
Ye

llo
w

st
on

e.

“W
e 

n
ot

 o
n

ly
 w

an
t 

to
 t

h
an

k 
th

e 
p

eo
p

le
 o

f T
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 b
u

t 
al

so
 p

ra
is

e 
G

od
 f

or
 

th
ei

r 
fa

it
h

fu
l w

it
n

es
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

ei
r 

gi
vi

n
g,

” 
sa

id
 M

os
es

 K
u

m
ar

, g
en

er
al

 
se

cr
et

ar
y 

an
d

 t
re

as
u

re
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

G
en

er
al

 C
ou

n
ci

l o
n

 F
in

an
ce

 a
n

d
 

A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
. “

W
e 

ar
e 

bl
es

se
d

 
to

 b
e 

in
 m

in
is

tr
y 

w
it

h
 p

eo
p

le
 w

h
o 

su
p

p
or

t 
th

e 
co

n
n

ec
ti

on
al

 n
at

u
re

 
of

  T
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

. 
T

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

is
 f

ai
th

fu
l g

iv
in

g,
 

m
in

is
tr

ie
s 

of
 t

h
e 

d
en

om
in

at
io

n
 

co
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 t

h
ri

ve
.”

T
h

e
 R

e
v
. 
A

n
th

o
n

y
 T

a
b

u
c
a

r 
p

ra
y

s 

w
it

h
 h

is
 c

o
n

g
re

g
a

n
ts

 a
t 

A
m

a
z
in

g
 

G
ra

c
e

 U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

c
h

u
rc

h
 i

n
 

M
a

n
il

a
, 
P

h
il

ip
p

in
e

s.
  

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 J
a

n
n

i 
S

n
id

e
r,

  
U

n
it

e
d

 M
e

th
o

d
is

t 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
ti

o
n

s.



2
0

  
  
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
2

0
18

  
| 
 S

T
A

T
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  
  
2

1 

A
s 

th
is

 r
ep

or
t 

is
 b

ei
n

g 
w

ri
tt

en
, 

w
e 

ar
e 

m
id

w
ay

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 2

01
8.

 F
or

 
U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
, i

t 
is

 t
h

e 
se

as
on

 
of

 b
ac

k-
to

-s
ch

oo
l a

n
d 

ba
ck

-t
o-

ch
u

rc
h

. M
in

is
tr

ie
s 

an
d 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
th

at
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

be
en

 o
n

 s
u

m
m

er
 

h
ia

tu
s 

ar
e 

re
su

m
in

g 
bo

th
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

di
sc

ip
le

s 
of

 Je
su

s 
C

h
ri

st
 a

n
d 

to
 

tr
an

sf
or

m
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
. P

la
n

n
in

g 
is

 
u

n
de

rw
ay

 fo
r 

w
ay

s 
to

 r
es

po
n

d 
ev

en
 

m
or

e 
fa

it
h

fu
lly

 t
o 

G
od

’s
 c

al
l a

s 
in

di
vi

du
al

s 
an

d 
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

s.
 

A
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e,

 t
h

is
 s

ea
so

n
 is

 
lik

e 
m

an
y 

ot
h

er
s,

 it
 h

as
 a

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

fe
el

 fo
r 

a 
gr

ow
in

g 
n

u
m

be
r 

of
 

U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
t 

cl
er

gy
 a

n
d 

la
it

y.
 

Fo
r 

m
an

y,
 e

ve
n

 in
 t

h
e 

m
id

st
 o

f 
tr

u
st

in
g 

th
at

 G
od

’s
 g

ra
ci

ou
s,

 lo
vi

n
g 

pr
es

en
ce

 is
 w

it
h

 u
s 

to
da

y 
an

d 
in

 a
ll 

da
ys

, t
h

er
e 

is
 a

n
xi

ou
sn

es
s 

as
 t

h
e 

de
n

om
in

at
io

n
 p

re
pa

re
s 

fo
r 

a 
ca

lle
d

 
se

ss
io

n
 o

f G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

. 

W
h

en
 G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 

co
nv

en
es

 F
eb

. 2
3-

26
, 2

01
9 

in
 S

t. 
Lo

u
is

, M
is

so
u

ri
, U

SA
, 8

64
 d

el
eg

at
es

 
fr

om
 a

ro
u

n
d 

th
e 

w
or

ld
 w

ill
 r

ec
ei

ve
 

an
d 

ac
t 

u
po

n
 a

 r
ep

or
t 

fr
om

 t
h

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 o

n
 a

 W
ay

 F
or

w
ar

d
 

ba
se

d 
u

po
n

 t
h

e 
re

co
m

m
en

da
ti

on
s 

of
 t

h
e 

C
ou

n
ci

l o
f B

is
h

op
s.

 M
os

t 
of

 
th

e 
de

le
ga

te
s 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
be

en
 p

ar
t 

of
 

th
e 

20
16

 G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

, w
h

ic
h

 
ac

ce
pt

ed
 t

h
e 

re
co

m
m

en
da

ti
on

 o
f 

th
e 

C
ou

n
ci

l o
f B

is
h

op
s 

to
 c

re
at

e 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 t

o 
ex

am
in

e 
an

d
 

po
ss

ib
ly

 r
ev

is
e 

ev
er

y 
pa

ra
gr

ap
h

 o
f 

T
h

e 
Bo

ok
 o

f D
is

ci
pl

in
e 

co
n

ce
rn

in
g 

h
u

m
an

 s
ex

u
al

it
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lo

re
 

op
ti

on
s 

th
at

 h
el

p 
m

ai
n

ta
in

 a
n

d
 

st
re

n
gt

h
en

 t
h

e 
u

n
it

y 
of

 t
h

e 
ch

u
rc

h
.

D
u

ri
n

g 
th

e 
la

st
 w

ee
k 

of
 A

p
ri

l, 
th

e 
C

ou
n

ci
l o

f 
B

is
h

op
s 

fo
rm

al
ly

 
re

ce
iv

ed
 a

n
d

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 t

h
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

’s
 r

ep
or

t.
 O

n
 M

ay
 

4,
 t

h
e 

C
ou

n
ci

l v
ot

ed
 b

y 
an

 
ov

er
w

h
el

m
in

g 
m

aj
or

it
y 

to
 s

h
ar

e 
th

e 
w

or
k 

d
on

e 
by

 t
h

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 

an
d

 t
o 

re
co

m
m

en
d

 t
h

e 
O

n
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
 P

la
n

 f
or

 le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

ac
ti

on
. 

T
h

e 
O

n
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
 P

la
n

 r
em

ov
es

 t
h

e 
re

st
ri

ct
iv

e 
la

n
gu

ag
e 

of
 T

h
e 

B
oo

k 
of

 D
is

ci
p

lin
e 

co
n

ce
rn

in
g 

m
in

is
tr

y 
by

 a
n

d
 w

it
h

 L
G

B
T

Q
 p

eo
p

le
 a

n
d

 
ad

d
s 

as
su

ra
n

ce
s 

to
 p

as
to

rs
 a

n
d

 
co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

w
h

o,
 d

u
e 

to
 t

h
ei

r 
th

eo
lo

gi
ca

l c
on

vi
ct

io
n

s,
 c

an
n

ot
 

p
er

fo
rm

 s
am

e-
se

x 
w

ed
d

in
gs

 o
r 

or
d

ai
n

 s
el

f-
av

ow
ed

 p
ra

ct
ic

in
g 

h
om

os
ex

u
al

s 
th

at
 t

h
ey

 w
ill

 n
ot

  
be

 r
eq

u
ir

ed
 t

o 
d

o 
so

.

M
o

v
in

g
 t

o
w

a
rd

 
a
 w

ay
 f

o
rw

a
rd

A
tt

e
n

d
e

e
s 

a
t 

th
e

 U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

C
o

u
n

c
il
 o

f 
B

is
h

o
p

s 
m

e
e

ti
n

g
 i

n
 C

h
ic

a
g

o
 

MR
LQ
�L
Q
�W
K
H
�©
3
UD
\
LQ
J
�2
X
U�
:
D
\
�)
R
UZ

D
UG
ª�

c
lo

si
n

g
 w

o
rs

h
ip

 s
e

rv
ic

e
. 
 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 M
ik

e
 D

u
B

o
se

, 
U

M
N

S
.

T
h

e
 G

ra
n

d
e

 R
o

n
d

e
 C

a
n

o
e

 F
a

m
il

y
 p

la
y

s 
th

e
 

d
ru

m
s 

a
t 

th
e

 o
p

e
n

in
g

 w
o

rs
h

ip
 s

e
rv

ic
e

 a
t 

th
e

 

U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

2
0

16
 G

e
n

e
ra

l 
C

o
n

fe
re

n
c
e

 

in
 P

o
rt

la
n

d
, 
O

re
. 
 

P
h

o
to

 b
y
�0
D
LO
H
�%
UD
G
²
H
OG
��
8
0
1
6
�



co
n

te
xt

u
al

iz
at

io
n

 o
f l

an
gu

ag
e 

ab
ou

t 

lli
n

g 
th

e 
vi

si
on

 o
f a

 g
lo

ba
l 

M
et

h
od

is
t w

it
n

es
s 

in
 a

s 
m

an
y 

pl
ac

es
 

p
os

si
bl

e,
” 

sa
id

 C
ou

n
ci

l 
of

 B
is

h
op

s 

re
po

rt
 b

u
t 

w
as

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 b

y 
a 

sm
al

l 

C
on

n
ec

ti
on

al
-C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 P

la
n

 
al

lo
w

s 
an

n
u

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s 

to
 

ch
oo

se
 a

m
on

g 
th

re
e 

co
n

n
ec

ti
on

al
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
fo

r 
af

!l
ia

ti
on

 b
as

ed
 

on
 t

h
eo

lo
gy

 o
r 

pe
rs

pe
ct

iv
e 

on
 

LG
BT

Q
 m

in
is

tr
y 

– 
tr

ad
it

io
n

al
is

t, 
pr

og
re

ss
iv

e 
or

 a
llo

w
in

g 
fo

r 
a 

va
ri

et
y 

of
 a

pp
ro

ac
h

es
. T

h
e 

pl
an

 w
ou

ld
 

re
qu

ir
e 

m
u

lt
ip

le
 a

m
en

d
m

en
ts

 t
o 

th
e 

co
n

st
it

u
ti

on
 o

f 
T

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 
M

et
h

od
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

.

T
h

e 
re

p
or

t 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 is

 
se

n
d

in
g 

to
 G

en
er

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 

in
cl

u
d

es
 a

 “
co

n
ve

rs
at

io
n

” 
ar

ou
n

d
 

ea
ch

 p
la

n
 w

it
h

 a
 s

u
m

m
ar

y 
of

 
th

e 
p

la
n

, t
h

eo
lo

gi
ca

l a
n

d
 b

ib
li

ca
l 

fo
u

n
d

at
io

n
s,

 a
n

d
 it

s 
ef

fe
ct

 
on

 v
ar

io
u

s 
se

gm
en

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
d

en
om

in
at

io
n

, i
m

p
le

m
en

ta
ti

on
 

p
la

n
s 

an
d

 t
h

e 
p

et
it

io
n

s 
fo

r 
d

is
ci

p
li

n
ar

y 
ch

an
ge

s.
 T

h
e 

re
p

or
t 

al
so

 in
cl

u
d

es
 b

ac
kg

ro
u

n
d

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 a

bo
u

t 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
’s

 w
or

k.

T
h

e 
Ju

di
ci

al
 C

ou
n

ci
l r

u
le

d 
in

 
la

te
 Ju

n
e 

th
at

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
s 

an
d

 
in

di
vi

du
al

 U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 w
er

e 
al

so
 a

llo
w

ed
 t

o 
su

bm
it

 p
et

it
io

n
s 

to
 t

h
e 

ca
lle

d 
se

ss
io

n
 p

ro
vi

de
d

 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

in
 h

ar
m

on
y 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

C
on

fe
re

n
ce

’s
 p

u
rp

os
e 

– 
re

ce
iv

in
g 

an
d 

ac
ti

n
g 

on
 t

h
e 

re
po

rt
 fr

om
 t

h
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

. O
th

er
 b

u
si

n
es

s 
is

 
n

ot
 p

er
m

it
te

d 
u

n
le

ss
 t

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 
C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 d

et
er

m
in

es
 b

y 
a 

tw
o-

th
ir

ds
 v

ot
e 

th
at

 it
 m

ay
 b

e 
h

an
dl

ed
.

 In
 e

ar
ly

 Ju
ly

, t
h

e 
bi

sh
op

s 
as

ke
d

 
th

e 
Ju

di
ci

al
 C

ou
n

ci
l f

or
 d

ec
la

ra
to

ry
 

de
ci

si
on

s 
on

 t
h

e 
co

n
st

it
u

ti
on

al
it

y 
of

 t
h

e 
pr

op
os

al
s 

re
la

te
d 

to
 e

ac
h

 o
f 

th
e 

th
re

e 
pl

an
s 

th
at

 a
re

 in
cl

u
de

d
 

in
 t

h
e 

pe
ti

ti
on

s 
to

 b
e 

co
n

si
de

re
d

 
by

 G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 2
01

9.
 T

h
e 

T
h
e
 C

o
u
n
ci

l o
f 

B
is

h
o

p
s 

in
 p

a
rt

n
e
rs

h
ip

 w
it

h
 

T
h
e
 U

p
p

e
r 

R
o

o
m

 h
a
s 

la
u
n
ch

e
d

 P
h
a
se

 3
 o

f 

“P
ra

y
in

g
 O

u
r 

W
a
y
 F

o
rw

a
rd

.”
 It

 w
ill

 c
o

n
ti

n
u
e
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e
 s

p
e
ci

a
l s

e
ss

io
n
 o

f 
G

e
n
e
ra

l 

C
o

n
fe

re
n
ce

 in
 F

e
b

ru
a
ry

 2
0

19
. A

ll 
U

n
it

e
d

 

M
e
th

o
d

is
ts

 a
re

 in
vi

te
d

 t
o

:

1.
 E

n
g

a
g

e
 i
n

 a
 w

e
e
k
ly

 W
e
sl

e
y
a
n

 2
4

-h
o

u
r 

fa
st

 f
ro

m
 T

h
u

rs
d

a
y
 a

ft
e
r 

d
in

n
e
r 

u
n

ti
l 
 

F
ri

d
a
y
 m

id
-a

ft
e
rn

o
o

n
. 
T

h
o

se
 f

o
r 

w
h

o
m

 

fo
o

d
 f

a
st

s 
a
re

 u
n

a
d

v
is

a
b

le
 m

ig
h

t 
c
o

n
si

d
e
r 

fa
st

in
g

 f
ro

m
 s

o
c
ia

l 
m

e
d

ia
, 
e
-m

a
ils

 o
r 

a
n

o
th

e
r 

d
a
ily

 a
c
ti

v
it

y
.

2
. P

a
u
se

 a
n
d

 p
ra

y
 f

o
r 

th
e
 c

h
u
rc

h
’s

 m
is

si
o

n
 

a
n
d

 w
a
y
 f

o
rw

a
rd

 d
a
ily

 f
o

r 
th

re
e
 m

in
u
te

s 
fr

o
m

 

2
:2

3
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 2

:2
6

 a
.m

. o
r 

p
.m

. i
n
 t

h
e
ir

 t
im

e
 

]R
Q
H
�R
U�
D
W�
D
Q
R
WK
H
U�
WL
P
H
��7
K
H
�V
X
J
J
H
VW
H
G
�W
LP
H
V�

co
rr

e
sp

o
n
d

 t
o

 t
h
e
 F

e
b

. 2
3
-2

6
 d

a
te

s 
o

f 
th

e
 

ca
lle

d
 G

e
n
e
ra

l C
o

n
fe

re
n
ce

.

3
. P

ra
y
 u

si
n
g

 a
 w

e
e
kl

y
 p

ra
y
e
r 

ca
le

n
d

a
r 

 

p
o

st
e
d

 o
n
 t

h
e
 U

M
C

P
ra

y
s.

o
rg

 w
e
b

si
te

 t
h
a
t 

ru
n
s 

th
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e
 e

n
d

 o
f 

F
e
b

ru
a
ry

 2
0

19
.

S
e

e
 t

h
e
 v

id
e

o
, 
si

g
n

 u
p

 f
o

r 
re

g
u

la
r 

 

e
m

a
il 

p
ra

y
e

r 
p

o
st

s 
a
n

d
 d

o
w

n
lo

a
d

  

o
th

e
r 

re
so

u
rc

e
s 

a
t 

U
M

C
P

ra
y
s.

o
rg

.

P
ic

tu
re

d
 a

b
o

v
e

: 
B

is
h

o
p

 T
ra

c
y
 S

m
it

h
 M

a
lo

n
e
 

(l
e
ft

) 
o

ff
e
rs

 H
o

ly
 C

o
m

m
u

n
io

n
 t

o
 B

is
h

o
p

 

D
e
b

ra
 W

a
lla

c
e
-P

a
d

g
e
tt

 d
u

ri
n

g
 t

h
e
 “

P
ra

y
in

g
 

O
u

r 
W

a
y

 F
o

rw
a
rd

” 
c
lo

si
n

g
 w

o
rs

h
ip

 s
e

rv
ic

e
 

a
t 

th
e

 d
e

n
o

m
in

a
ti

o
n

’s
 C

o
u

n
c
il
 o

f 
B

is
h

o
p

s 

m
e

e
ti

n
g

 i
n

 C
h

ic
a
g

o
 i
n

 M
a
y.

 

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 M

ik
e
 D

u
B

o
se

, U
M

N
S

.

P
R

A
Y

 D
A

IL
Y

co
n

st
it

ut
io

n
al

 is
su

es
 w

it
h

in
  

th
e 

th
re

e 
pl

an
s,

 a
n

d 
in

 s
er

vi
ce

 t
o 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t 

of
 t

h
e 

de
le

ga
ti

on
s,

 
w

h
o 

w
il

l d
o 

ex
tr

em
el

y 
im

p
or

ta
n

t 
 

w
or

k 
in

 a
 v

er
y 

li
m

it
ed

 a
m

ou
n

t 
 

of
 t

im
e,

” 
sa

id
 C

ar
te

r.

W
h

en
 t

h
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 o
n

 a
 W

ay
 

Fo
rw

ar
d 

su
bm

it
te

d 
it

s 
re

po
rt

 t
o 

th
e 

bi
sh

op
s 

in
 la

te
 A

pr
il,

 it
 w

as
 

n
ea

ri
n

g 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 a
 1

7-
m

on
th

 
pr

oc
es

s 
du

ri
n

g 
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

32
 

m
em

be
rs

 m
et

 n
in

e 
ti

m
es

. T
h

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 r

ev
ie

w
ed

 m
an

y 
of

 
th

e 
pe

ti
ti

on
s 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
h

u
m

an
 

se
xu

al
it

y 
pr

es
en

te
d 

to
 p

re
vi

ou
s 

G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

s 
an

d 
ex

am
in

ed
 

h
ow

 o
th

er
 fa

it
h

 c
om

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

an
d

 
de

n
om

in
at

io
n

s 
h

av
e 

re
sp

on
de

d
 

to
 t

h
e 

in
cl

u
si

on
 o

f L
G

BT
Q

 p
eo

pl
e.

 
M

em
be

rs
 r

ec
ei

ve
d 

do
cu

m
en

ts
, 

id
ea

s,
 t

es
ti

m
on

ie
s 

an
d 

fe
ed

ba
ck

 
fr

om
 in

di
vi

du
al

 la
it

y 
an

d 
cl

er
gy

, 
ca

n
di

da
te

s 
fo

r 
m

in
is

tr
y 

an
d

 
se

m
in

ar
y 

st
u

de
n

ts
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
fr

om
 

lo
ca

l c
h

u
rc

h
es

, a
n

n
u

al
 c

on
fe

re
n

ce
s 

an
d 

ge
n

er
al

 c
h

u
rc

h
 a

ge
n

ci
es

.

T
h

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 m

em
be

rs
 –

 n
am

ed
 

by
 th

e 
bi

sh
op

s 
– 

ca
m

e 
fr

om
 n

in
e 

co
un

tr
ie

s 
an

d 
in

cl
ud

ed
 y

ou
n

ge
r 

pe
op

le
, L

G
BT

Q
 p

eo
pl

e,
 p

ro
fe

ss
or

s,
 

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

or
s,

 p
as

to
rs

, y
ou

th
 

pa
st

or
s 

an
d 

ca
m

pu
s 

m
in

is
te

rs
, l

ay
 

le
ad

er
s 

an
d 

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

id
en

ti
!e

d
 

w
it

h
 r

en
ew

al
 a

n
d 

ad
vo

ca
cy

 g
ro

up
s.

“T
h

e 
ke

y 
pa

rt
 o

f t
h

e 
ea

rl
y 

w
or

k 
w

as
 t

o 
bu

ild
 t

ru
st

 a
n

d 
in

te
n

ti
on

al
 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 
am

on
g 

a 
gr

ou
p 

of
 

pe
op

le
 w

h
o 

h
ad

 g
oo

d 
re

as
on

s 
n

ot
 t

o 
tr

u
st

 e
ac

h
 o

th
er

,” 
sa

id
 

re
ti

re
d 

Bi
sh

op
 D

av
id

 Y
em

ba
 fr

om
 

D
em

oc
ra

ti
c 

R
ep

u
bl

ic
 o

f C
on

go
, 

an
ot

h
er

 c
o-

m
od

er
at

or
. 

A
 k

ey
 r

es
ou

rc
e 

in
 t

h
e 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 

of
 p

ea
ce

 in
st

ea
d 

of
 a

 h
ea

rt
 o

f w
ar

. 
A

 n
u

m
be

r 
of

 d
el

eg
at

io
n

s 
an

d 
ot

h
er

 
gr

ou
ps

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
u

si
n

g 
th

e 
bo

ok
 a

s 
th

ey
 p

re
pa

re
 fo

r 
th

e 
20

19
 S

pe
ci

al
 

Se
ss

io
n

 o
f t

h
e 

G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

.

T
h

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

ls
o 

w
ro

te
 a

 
co

ve
n

an
t 

to
 g

u
id

e 
it

s 
w

or
k 

an
d 

h
el

p
 

bu
ild

 c
om

m
u

n
it

y 
an

d 
tr

u
st

. 

“T
h

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
’s

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
of

 
vo

ic
in

g 
di

ff
er

in
g 

th
eo

lo
gi

ca
l v

ie
w

s 
an

d 
in

te
rp

re
ta

ti
on

s 
of

 s
cr

ip
tu

re
 

st
an

ds
 a

s 
a 

m
od

el
 fo

r 
w

h
at

 k
in

d
 

of
 m

in
is

tr
y 

w
e 

ar
e 

bo
th

 c
al

le
d 

an
d

 
em

po
w

er
ed

 b
y 

G
od

 t
o 

do
,” 

sa
id

  
Bi

sh
op

 S
an

dr
a 

St
ei

n
er

 B
al

l o
f t

h
e 

W
es

t V
ir

gi
n

ia
 A

n
n

u
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

, 
th

e 
th

ir
d 

co
-m

od
er

at
or

.

A
dd

re
ss

in
g 

th
e 

C
on

n
ec

ti
on

al
 T

ab
le

 
in

 A
pr

il,
 S

te
in

er
 B

al
l e

xp
re

ss
ed

 
h

op
e 

th
at

 t
h

e 
20

19
 G

en
er

al
 

C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 d
el

eg
at

es
 w

ill
 c

om
e 

to
 

G
en

er
al

 C
on

fe
re

n
ce

 r
ec

og
n

iz
in

g 
th

at
 t

h
ei

r 
fe

llo
w

 U
n

it
ed

 M
et

h
od

is
ts

 
h

av
e 

“t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

lo
ve

 o
f G

od
, t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
lo

ve
 o

f C
h

ri
st

, t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

lo
ve

 
of

 t
h

e 
ch

u
rc

h
, t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
pa

ss
io

n
 

fo
r 

m
ak

in
g 

di
sc

ip
le

s,
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
pa

ss
io

n
 fo

r 
w

an
ti

n
g 

th
is

 w
or

ld
 t

o 
be

 t
ra

n
sf

or
m

ed
.”

Sh
e 

su
gg

es
te

d
 U

n
it

ed
 M

et
h

od
is

ts
 

m
ig

h
t 

h
el

p
 b

u
il

d
 r

el
at

io
n

sh
ip

s 

7
K
H
�&
R
P
P
LV
VL
R
Q
�R
Q
�D
�:

D
\
�)
R
UZ
D
UG
�

c
o

n
v
e

n
e

s 
fo

r 
o

n
e

 o
f 

it
s 

n
in

e
 m

e
e

ti
n

g
s.

 

T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
 i
s 

o
n

e
-t

h
ir

d
 l
a
it

y,
  

o
n

e
- 

th
ir

d
 c

le
rg

y
 a

n
d

 o
n

e
-t

h
ir

d
 b

is
h

o
p

s.
  

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 t

h
e
 R

e
v.

 M
a
id

st
o

n
e
 M

u
le

n
g

a
 



This report is a collaborative effort 
of The Connectional Table and 
United Methodist Communications 
with statistical data provided by 
the General Council on Finance and 
Administration. To view this report 
online, visit UMC.org/SOTC.

The Connectional Table  
of The United Methodist Church 

866-648-9584  
UMC.org/ConnectionalTable

The Council of Bishops  
of The United Methodist Church 

202-547-6270 
UMC.org/CouncilOfBishops

The General Council on Finance  
and Administration 

866-367-4232 
GCFA.org

Photos on page 3 by (clockwise from top):

Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Kathleen Barry,  
United Methodist Communications.

Janni Snider,  
United Methodist Communications.

Mike DuBose, UMNS.


